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Alumni Notes

he legacy of a friendship

Classmates and family come together to create a scholarship honoring Gil Hargreaves 71

By Lindsay (Gehres) Estep ’12

Gilbert “Gil” Hargreaves '71 served as president of the Class of
1971, was a member of the Intercollegiate Knights service organiza-
tion, served on Linfield’s Alumni Leadership Council and co-founded a
group of alumni that organize social events under the name Bar West
Classic or “BWC.” When Hargreaves died unexpectedly in 2014, his
circle of alumni connections came together to honor his legacy.

“Everyone who knew Gil liked him,” BWC co-founder Steve
Lathrop '71said. “He truly liked to spend time with friends, and
beyond that, he genuinely had an interest in their lives. | think those
who donated in Gil’'s honor saw that he had great pride in Linfield
and in being a Linfield grad.”

Nearly $8,000 was donated to create the Gil Hargreaves Alum-
ni Scholarship. In its first year, the annual scholarship helped two
students pursue their Linfield education.

But the outpouring of affection for Hargreaves didn’t end there.
The gifts kept coming.

In 2017, classmates Glenn Kuhn 71 and Chuck Humble 71
decided to make the scholarship permanent. They met with Linfield
employees and started a formal fundraising effort to endow a schol-
arship in Hargreaves’s name.

“When we realized that awarding the memorial scholarship
each year depended to some degree on how much had been do-
nated in the prior year, we knew that something had to be done to
enable this scholarship to outlast all of us,” Kuhn said.

A handful of key donors were identified and approached to
make a commitment to the scholarship. Once half of the goal was
reached, a mass outreach effort to classmates began.

“I wasn’t sure we could do this at first,” Humble said. “But it
quickly gained momentum. There were no hard sells. People reflect-
ed Gil’s generosity of spirit in their giving.”

“Endowments are a powerful way for people to make a lasting
impact,” said Joseph Hunter, vice president for university advance-
ment. “Scholarships that rely on annual gifts are variable, so we
can’t guarantee continued support to our students. Endowments,
however, are perpetual. Only some of the interest or earnings are
distributed to fund the scholarship, while the rest is reinvested to
help the endowment grow. In this way, an endowed scholarship can
help students for generations.”

It takes a minimum of $50,000 to establish an endowed schol-
arship at Linfield. Through direct peer-to-peer asks as well as crowd-
funding opportunities like Linfield’s giving days, the Hargreaves
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GENEROSITY OF SPIRIT: Gil Hargreaves 71 poses with Mack in
2012, when the BWC, which he co-founded, received the Alumni

Service Award.

fund started to grow. And unlike some other endowments that are
created from gifts from one or two donors, the scholarship honoring
Hargreaves included financial contributions from 49 households
with gifts ranging from $25 to $5,000.

The Gil Hargreaves Endowed Alumni Scholarship became fully
funded in March 2021; a feat achieved over the course of three years
from 174 donations.

“It took a village to create this endowed scholarship,” Humble
said. “l hope it creates a roadmap and inspires others to consider
creating an endowed scholarship for a friend or loved one.

“It makes me feel very proud to have contributed, evenin a
small way, to Linfield’s future and to show others how they can make
a difference. We honored a friend and classmate and helped others
who may someday reflect all of Gil’'s goodness in their own lives.”
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‘Legacy’ means different things —

A family connection to a college. The lasting impact that a person leaves behind.
Bob ’69 and Nancy (Steinbach) Haack 69 have created both at Linfield.

Their son Ryan '96 and his wife, Teira 96, are alumni, and their granddaughter Elise graduates this spring

(see page 48).

Bob and Nancy have also donated to Linfield for more than 30 years, giving to scholarships, the TopCat Club
and the Linfield Fund. Wanting their support to continue for decades to come, the Haacks are including

a gift to Linfield in their estate plans.

“Linfield has been such an
important part of our lives.

We want to be part of

its future”

— Nancy (Steinbach) Haack 69

Create your legacy at Linfield.

Craig Haisch '95

Senior Director of Development
503-883-2675
chaisch@linfield.edu

The McMinnville campus is made up of 193 acres of park-like greenery, seasonal blooms and tree-lined walkways.
Flowers in vibrant colors — including purple impatiens and cardinal camellias — showcase the school colors and highlight
the natural beauty of each season. The campus gardens are almost boastful, and yet, the person behind them in recent
years is anything but.

Since 1996, Carol Gallagher has been one of the members of the facilities staff responsible for maintaining the > s p a r k

McMinnville campus grounds. Generations of Linfield students, employees and campus guests have enjoyed the (literal)

fruits of her labor, which includes a persimmon tree near Murdock Hall. Wo n d e r

Gallagher retired from Linfield on July 30, 2021, after 24 years of service ... and, as seen on her last day (above),
Linfield University

even the campus wildlife wanted to say goodbye.
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