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 Gilbert “Gil” Hargreaves ’71 served as president of the Class of 
1971, was a member of the Intercollegiate Knights service organiza-
tion, served on Linfield’s Alumni Leadership Council and co-founded a 
group of alumni that organize social events under the name Bar West 
Classic or “BWC.” When Hargreaves died unexpectedly in 2014, his 
circle of alumni connections came together to honor his legacy.
 “Everyone who knew Gil liked him,” BWC co-founder Steve 
Lathrop ’71 said. “He truly liked to spend time with friends, and 
beyond that, he genuinely had an interest in their lives. I think those 
who donated in Gil’s honor saw that he had great pride in Linfield 
and in being a Linfield grad.”
 Nearly $8,000 was donated to create the Gil Hargreaves Alum-
ni Scholarship. In its first year, the annual scholarship helped two 
students pursue their Linfield education. 
 But the outpouring of affection for Hargreaves didn’t end there. 
The gifts kept coming. 
 In 2017, classmates Glenn Kuhn ’71 and Chuck Humble ’71 
decided to make the scholarship permanent. They met with Linfield 
employees and started a formal fundraising effort to endow a schol-
arship in Hargreaves’s name. 
 “When we realized that awarding the memorial scholarship 
each year depended to some degree on how much had been do-
nated in the prior year, we knew that something had to be done to 
enable this scholarship to outlast all of us,” Kuhn said. 
 A handful of key donors were identified and approached to 
make a commitment to the scholarship. Once half of the goal was 
reached, a mass outreach effort to classmates began.
 “I wasn’t sure we could do this at first,” Humble said. “But it 
quickly gained momentum. There were no hard sells. People reflect-
ed Gil’s generosity of spirit in their giving.”
 “Endowments are a powerful way for people to make a lasting 
impact,” said Joseph Hunter, vice president for university advance-
ment. “Scholarships that rely on annual gifts are variable, so we 
can’t guarantee continued support to our students. Endowments, 
however, are perpetual. Only some of the interest or earnings are 
distributed to fund the scholarship, while the rest is reinvested to 
help the endowment grow. In this way, an endowed scholarship can 
help students for generations.”
 It takes a minimum of $50,000 to establish an endowed schol-
arship at Linfield. Through direct peer-to-peer asks as well as crowd-
funding opportunities like Linfield’s giving days, the Hargreaves 

fund started to grow. And unlike some other endowments that are 
created from gifts from one or two donors, the scholarship honoring 
Hargreaves included financial contributions from 49 households 
with gifts ranging from $25 to $5,000.
 The Gil Hargreaves Endowed Alumni Scholarship became fully 
funded in March 2021; a feat achieved over the course of three years 
from 174 donations. 
 “It took a village to create this endowed scholarship,” Humble 
said. “I hope it creates a roadmap and inspires others to consider 
creating an endowed scholarship for a friend or loved one.
 “It makes me feel very proud to have contributed, even in a 
small way, to Linfield’s future and to show others how they can make 
a difference. We honored a friend and classmate and helped others 
who may someday reflect all of Gil’s goodness in their own lives.”

The legacy of a friendship
Classmates and family come together to create a scholarship honoring Gil Hargreaves ’71
By Lindsay (Gehres) Estep ’12

GENEROSITY OF SPIRIT:  Gil Hargreaves ’71 poses with Mack in 

2012, when the BWC, which he co-founded, received the Alumni 

Service Award.

Photo by Laura Davis
 In November 2021, Foot Locker 

Inc. created a quartet of new leader-

ship positions as part of a major 

organizational shakeup. Among them 

was Susie Kuhn ’97, who was pro-

moted to president of the company’s 

Europe, Middle East and Africa opera-

tions and general manager for Foot Locker Europe.

 Kuhn started working for the company in February 2020, 

as senior vice president and general manager of Foot Locker 

Europe. Her new role oversees both the Foot Locker Europe and 

Sidestep brands.

 “Twenty-five years after graduating from Linfield College 

and saying yes to my first ‘real’ job, it feels good to get an op-

portunity to lead a large and complex business like Foot Locker 

EMEA,” Kuhn said. “I have achieved this moment because I 

was a corporate entrepreneur. I said ‘yes’ to opportunities that 

sound interesting, grow and expand my scope, and where I can 

visualize the impact I will have. A lot of that thought process and 

approach started at Linfield.” 

 Before joining Foot Locker, Kuhn was the executive director 

of strategy and business development for URBN, which rep-

resents Urban Outfitters, Anthropologie Group, Free People and 

Nuuly. She previously worked at Nike for more than 14 years, 

serving in leadership positions for Nike in the Asia-Pacific region 

and for Converse.

 Kuhn graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in history from Linfield 

in 1997. She went on to earn an MBA from the University of 

Southern California’s Marshall School of Business in 2014.

 While at Linfield, Kuhn served as vice president of the 

Associated Students of Linfield College, participated as a mem-

ber of Alpha Phi sorority and was the president of Panhellenic 

Council. Linfield recognized Kuhn as its Outstanding Young 

Alumna in 2010.

Putting her best foot forward
 By Mercedes Rose 

Petra (Johnson) Williams ’86 of Anchorage, Alaska, Sept. 11, 2020.
Ted McCagg ’87 of Portland, June 20, 2021.   
Alan Phillips ’89 of McMinnville, June 21, 2021.  
Paul Noll ’93 of Orlando, Florida, Sept. 18, 2019. Survivors include 
 son Landon Noll ’83 and granddaughter Jessica Noll ’06.
Judy Button ’95 of Seattle, Washington, Sept. 12, 2018.  
William ‘Billy’ Walker ’00 of Canby, Aug. 29, 2021.
Tracy Stephens ’02 of Redmond, Sept. 13, 2019.  
Paul Holden ’03 of Portland, July 1, 2021. Survivors include spouse 
 Jacqueline (Duvoisin) Holden ’03. 
Wolfgang Schulenburg ’16 of Medford, Sept. 18, 2019.

Friends
Virginia (Ginny) Lee Harvey Bowden, former registrar in the School 
 of Nursing, Aug. 7, 2021.
Joanne DeMay of Salem, former associate director of Linfield’s Online 
 and Continuing Education program from 2001-2009, Oct. 30, 2021.
Maria Stuart of McMinnville, member of the Business Advisory Council  
 and 2015 Walker Service Award recipient, Oct. 13, 2021. 

Got news?
Tell us about it! Have you changed jobs? Received a promotion?  
Returned to school? Got married or have a child? Submit a class note  
at linfield.edu/alumni. 

Connect with Linfield!
Linfield Magazine: linfield.edu/magazine

Linfield news: linfield.edu/linfield-news

Wildcat Athletics: golinfieldwildcats.com

Alumni events: linfield.edu/alumni
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‘Legacy’ means different things – 
 A family connection to a college. The lasting impact that a person leaves behind. 

 Bob ’69 and Nancy (Steinbach) Haack ’69 have created both at Linfield. 

 Their son Ryan ’96 and his wife, Teira ’96, are alumni, and their granddaughter Elise graduates this spring  

 (see page 48). 

 Bob and Nancy have also donated to Linfield for more than 30 years, giving to scholarships, the TopCat Club  

 and the Linfield Fund. Wanting their support to continue for decades to come, the Haacks are including   

 a gift to Linfield in their estate plans. 

“Linfield has been such an  
 important part of our lives.  
 We want to be part of  

 its future.”

 – Nancy (Steinbach) Haack ’69

 Create your legacy at Linfield. 

 Craig Haisch ’95
 Senior Director of Development
 503-883-2675
 chaisch@linfield.edu

UNCOMMON

 The McMinnville campus is made up of 193 acres of park-like greenery, seasonal blooms and tree-lined walkways.  

Flowers in vibrant colors – including purple impatiens and cardinal camellias – showcase the school colors and highlight  

the natural beauty of each season. The campus gardens are almost boastful, and yet, the person behind them in recent 

years is anything but. 

 Since 1996, Carol Gallagher has been one of the members of the facilities staff responsible for maintaining the  

McMinnville campus grounds. Generations of Linfield students, employees and campus guests have enjoyed the (literal) 

fruits of her labor, which includes a persimmon tree near Murdock Hall.  

 Gallagher retired from Linfield on July 30, 2021, after 24 years of service … and, as seen on her last day (above),  

even the campus wildlife wanted to say goodbye. 
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