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Making lemonade
 They say when life gives you 

lemons, make lemonade. That’s 

exactly what Linfield’s alumni  

programs did this year. Even though 

we were unable to gather in large 

groups, we connected in new ways, 

with new people. From Stay-at- 

Homecoming to “Pubs and Profs” and our new online book club, 

nearly 1,200 alumni from around the world attended Linfield’s 

virtual programs. This included alumni from Spain, Malaysia, Japan 

and Belgium, who were able come back to campus by simply 

clicking “join a meeting.” While we hope to see you in person 

soon, watch your inboxes for continued virtual and hybrid events 

coming this fall. From home or from campus – life is sweet when 

we gather as Wildcats.   

– Joni Claypool ’06, director of constituent engagement

Summer 2021     |     Linfield Magazine - 47Summer 2021     |     Linfield Magazine - 46

1960-69
 Arthur Walker ’61 of Turlock, California, was inducted into the National 
Frozen Food Hall of Fame in 2011 after nearly 50 years in the industry.

1970-79
 John Duckworth ’74 of Colorado Springs, Colorado, wrote three 
novels in the Carolyn Neville Mystery series, released by Wolfpack 
Publishing. Three more are scheduled for release in 2021.
 Donald Firesmith ’75 of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, won the 2020  
International Book Award in the fiction: fantasy category for his book,  
“The Secrets of Hawthorne House.” 

1980-89
 Kirby Neumann-Rea ’80 of McMinnville joined the News-Register in 
April as its managing editor.
 Lee Krähenbühl ’82 of Silver Spring, Maryland, is chair of communica-
tion and director of the Graduate Communication Program for Stevenson 
University’s School of Design. His most recent article, “Thomas A. Lyne, 
the Latter-day Saints, and the American Theatre,” appears in the spring/
summer 2020 issue of “The John Whitmer Historical Association Journal.”
 Kimberlee Wagoner ’82 of Clackamas completed her MBA in health-
care management from Western Governors University in July 2020.
 Randy Mueller ’83 of Kirkland, Washington, is a featured speaker in a 
weekly podcast called “Ask the GM,” sponsored by The Athletic.
 Phyllis (Bloch) Shelton ’85 of Portland is the owner of The Bookkeeping 
Collaborative and recently became a certified fraud examiner.
 Carla (Lowrance) Axtman ’86 of Sublimity is the communications 
director for the Oregon Secretary of State’s office.
 Shawn Deal ’88 of Skamokawa, Washington, published a new play, 
“Loopy,” in August 2020. 
 Timothy Dennis ’88 of Lynnwood, Washington, is a senior digital  
business advisor at Thryv.
 Carol Long ’88 of Portland has been promoted to principal at  
Opsis Architecture.
 Daniel McMillan ’88 of Carlton was named president and chief  
executive officer of The Standard, effective July 1, 2021.
 Dean Lewis ‘89 of Richland, Washington, is the director of mortgage 
for Industrial Credit Union in Bellingham, Washington.

  

1990-99
 Brett Sims ’90 of Tigard was promoted to vice president of strategy, 
regulation and energy supply at PGE on Oct. 30.
 Martha Wilborn ’90 of Corvallis is a nursing supervisor at the Samaritan 

Pastega Regional Cancer Center in Corvallis as of July 2020.     
 Katie Curry ’91 of McMinnville became executive director of the  
McMinnville Habitat for Humanity on March 29.
 Donald Hakala ’91 of Eugene joined the Yoncalla School District  
as elementary school principal in 2019 and was named head boys’  
basketball coach at Yoncalla High School in 2020.
 Gary Thorson ’91 of Sisters is head football coach, wrestling coach 
and athletic director at Sisters High School.
 Kevin Curry ’92 of McMinnville is assistant professor of journalism  
and media studies at Linfield University as of August 2020.
 Scott Nelson ’94 of Sherwood was promoted to chief marketing  
officer and associate vice president for strategic communications at 
Linfield University in July 2020.
 Christopher Liebson ’95 of Santa Fe, New Mexico, retired from the 
New Mexico Environment Department after 25 years of service.
 Michelle Jones ’96 of Sherwood is an athletic trainer at Aloha High 
School in Beaverton. She was named the National Athletic Trainers’  
Association Clinical Preceptor of the Year for 2020.
 Angela (Kendall) Kern ’96 of Portland earned her Doctorate of 
Nursing Practice from Frontier Nursing University in June 2020. Kern 
provides care for families at a Federally Qualified Health Center  
(FQHC) in Gresham.
 Nickolas Sheedy ’96 of Columbia Falls, Montana, is a fellow of the 
Hutchins Center for African and African American Research at Harvard 
University. He is also the lead genealogist for the PBS television show 
Finding Your Roots, with Dr. Henry Louis Gates Jr.
 Daniel Bonham ’98 of The Dalles is a State Representative whose 

Fresh off the Press
“Blessed are Those Who Ask the Questions: What 
Should We Be Asking About Management,  
Leadership, Spirituality, and Religion in Organizations?”

MILES K. DAVIS, president
Information Age Publishing, 2021
Davis co-authors “Religious and Wealthy: Can One Be 
Both?” in this text exploring the impact of differences 
in religious, spiritual and ideological practices among 
stakeholders.

“Civility, Free Speech, and Academic Freedom  
in Higher Education: Faculty on the Margins”

RESHMI DUTT-BALLERSTADT, professor of English
Routledge, 2021
This new work furthers the debate on the political 
nature of higher education, including topics of  
silencing marginalized voices, white supremacy  
and academic freedom.

“The Menthuen Drama Book of Trans Plays”

LINDSAY MANTOAN, assistant professor of theatre
Bloomsbury Publishing, 2021
This first-of-its-kind play anthology features eight  
new contemporary plays written by trans playwrights 
featuring trans characters as central protagonists.

“Resisting the News: Engaged Audiences, Alternative 
Media, and Popular Critique of Journalism”

JENNIFER RAUCH, visiting professor of 
journalism and media studies
Routledge, 2021
Drawing on 15 years of research, this book offers  
a distinctive perspective on the problems of  
journalism today — and how to fix them.

“The Triumphant Tails of Rescue Dogs: Punk’s Plight”

HOPE WALTER, adjunct professor of education
Mascot Books, 2021
Perfect for educators and psychologists, the story  
of Punk the English bulldog teaches children about 
issues of neglect, recovery and healing through  
the eyes of a rescue dog.

“NihonGO NOW! Performing Japanese Culture  
– Level 1”

MASAYUKI ITOMITSU, associate professor  
of Japanese
Routledge, 2020
This beginning-level courseware package allows  
learners to experience the Japanese language  
within its cultural context. 

“Republica Independiente de Arequipa:  
La creacion de una cultura regional en los Andes”

THOMAS F. LOVE, professor emeritus of anthropology 
Fondo Editorial PUCP, 2020
Based on decades of fieldwork, this anthropological 
history explores the formation of the unique culture  
of Arequipa, Peru.

“Drift” 

ANDREA REINKEMEYER, associate professor of  
music composition and theory
Navona Records, 2020
Experience the beautiful-yet-violent lifecycle of the  
luna moth through Reinkemeyer’s “Wild Silk,” an  
original composition for baritone sax, percussion  
and piano.

“Online Nursing Education: A Collaborative Approach”

HENNY BREEN, professor of nursing
Jones & Bartlett Learning, 2020
This timely resource fills a gap in nursing education 
with an approach and content that are driven by  
educational theory, best practices in online education 
and learner needs.
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