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	 Katz	has	studied	higher	education	policy	for	25	years	and	says	colleges	

looked	very	different	when	he	joined	the	Princeton	faculty	in	1978.

	 “Colleges	were	quiet	places,	able	to	cope	with	financial	challenges	

and	attract	good	students,”	he	says.	“It	wasn’t	a	high-pressure	job.	It	was	

hard work, but manageable. Nobody would make a statement like that 

about	today’s	college	president.”

 Now in his second presidential appointment, Wim Wiewel, president 

of 	Lewis	&	Clark	College,	likens	the	job	to	being	chief 	executive	officer	of 	a	

business. He said the role has become increasingly more externally oriented 

in terms of  fundraising and visibility over the years.

 “Presidents have to be very mindful of  the budget and have to make 

much	tougher	decisions,”	says	Wiewel,	who	completed	nine	years	as	presi-

dent at Portland State University before moving to Lewis & Clark last fall. 

“For	most	presidents,	it’s	become	harder	to	be	sufficiently	present	on	campus	

because	there’s	a	demand	for	fundraising.”

	 Wiewel	says	the	24/7	venture	is	a	lifestyle,	more	than	simply	a	job,	but	

that the positives far outweigh the challenges.

	 “It’s	incredibly	demanding,	but	it’s	also	incredibly	rewarding,”	he	says.	

“Providing an education is intrinsically good for society. The job is intellectu-

ally stimulating and has amazing variety. As president, you get a lot of  

bouquets	thrown	at	you	(and	also	some	tomatoes).”

 Still, he understands the weight of  responsibility at the core  

of  the presidential position.

 “We are stewards of  this enormous asset and we do the best we can 

before	handing	it	off	to	someone	else,”	he	says.

– Laura Davis

Linfield College presidents 

NAME YEARS OF SERVICE 

George C. Chandler 1857-1860

John W. Johnson 1864-1867

J.D. Robb 1873

Mark Bailey 1873-1876

John E. Magers 1876-1877

Ep Roberts 1877-1878

J.G. Burchett 1878-1881

E.C. Anderson 1881-1887

Truman G. Brownson 1887-1896

Harry L. Boardman 1896-1903

A.M. Brumback 1903-1905

**Emanuel Northup 1905-1906

*Leonard W. Riley 1906-1931

**William R. Frerichs 1931-1932

Elam J. Anderson 1932-1938

William D. Everson  1938-1943

*Harry L. Dillin 1943-1968

**Winthrop W. Dolan 1968, 1974

Gordon C. Bjork 1968-1974

**Cornelius H. Siemans 1974-1975

*Charles U. Walker 1975-1992

*Vivian A. Bull 1992-2005

**Marvin C. Henberg 2005-2006

Thomas L. Hellie 2006-2018

*Presidents emeriti

**Acting or interim presidents
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“It’s incredibly demanding, but it’s also incredibly  

rewarding. Providing an education is intrinsically good 

for society. The job is intellectually stimulating and  

has amazing variety. As president, you get a lot of  

bouquets thrown at you (and also some tomatoes).”

– Wim Wiewel, president of  Lewis & Clark College
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