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Wildcat champions
on and off the field
When I first announced to my family that I had
outfielder, Kevin Mills ’08, who is studying math and
been appointed president of Linfield College, my
education. Both of these young people have displayed
Minnesota nephew immediately exclaimed, “Hey,
remarkable character as well as talent on the field and in
they’ve got a great football team!” My nephew attends
the classroom.
St. John’s, a college that has faced Linfield on the
I could even move on to other extracurricular achievegridiron in the past.
ments in art (Laura Hayes ’07), drama (Patricia Hews Everett
This year one of my Midwestern colleagues, Paul
’07), and music (Chris Engbretson ’07), because our students
Aslanian, served as our interim CFO. Paul has taken to
are competing nationally in those fields as well.
referring to Linfield as “the Notre Dame of NCAA
But my main point is this. When a student is looking
Division III.” Paul is talking about more than football
for excellence, both within and outside the classroom,
when he makes his quip: Notre Dame is one of America’s
Linfield is a great choice. Tim Benzel knew what he was
strongest academic institutions.
doing when he chose Linfield. Our athletic teams get
It is true: Linfield has a great tradition in football;
plenty of press, but in fact our academic programs are the
we possess the most consecutive winning seasons in
true measure of our achievement. I contend that Benzel,
history. And this year we set a new mark at the college,
Johnson, Smith and Mills and all the others are champions
when our softball players won the first national champibecause they have their priorities in order – because they
onship of any Linfield women’s team.
decided to attend an academically excellent college.
But like Notre Dame, we possess other great traLinfield has enabled them to find their calling and pursue
ditions as well. Not only do we excel in athletics, we
their passions – on the playing field, in the studio, on the
excel in academics.
stage and in the classroom.
When Tim Benzel ’06 was a senior at Evergreen High
– Thomas L. Hellie
School in Vancouver, Wash., he made
two lists. The first ranked small college football programs; the second
rated colleges by academic excellence. Tim found the lists intersecting
at Linfield College, where he eventually became our starting quarterback
and graduated last December with a
3.56 GPA, majoring in economics
and finance. Tim has just become an
analyst with Lehman Brothers in
New York City.
Another example is tennis player
Becca Johnson ’07, the first Linfield
athlete to be named NCAA West
Region Senior of the Year. In addition
to a host of athletic honors, Becca
majored in both physics and mathe- The Linfield and McMinnville communities gathered to celebrate the women’s softball
matics and graduated with a 3.78 team’s national title, the first women’s national championship team at Linfield. Those
GPA. After graduation she plans to honored on their return are, back row, from left, Coach Jackson Vaughan, Amanda
attend chiropractic or medical school. Attleberger, Scott Carnahan, Kelly Bird; middle row, Brittany Miller, Jenny Marshall,
It would be easy to continue Meredith Brunette, Jena Loop, Stephanie Rice, President Thomas Hellie, Cori Simmons,
with this list. I could mention Lisa Lisa Smith, Michelle Silbernagel, Assistant Coach Lisa Allen, Assistant Coach Ben
Smith ’07, a national champion Blosser; front row, Erica Hancock, Rochelle Friend, Candice Fujino, Jenessa Peterson,
softball player who majored in inter- Jessica Popiel, Danielle Stratton, Kendra Strahm, Rachelle Willden, Jessica Bock and
national business, or Linfield’s star Samantha Van Noy.
2

-

L I N F I E L D

M A G A Z I N E

2

-

L I N F I E L D

M A G A Z I N E

2
4
22
25
26
31

A View from Melrose
Linfield Digest
’Cat Tracks
Alumni News
Class Notes
Alumni Profile

Inside Linfield Magazine
Champions. Whether it’s on the field, in
the classroom, in a clinic or around the world,
Linfield students, faculty and alumni are
champions. In this issue we explore many
kinds of winners. We take a close look at
the Linfield-Good Samaritan School of
Nursing, which combines the liberal arts with
hands-on clinical practice to educate some of
the top nurses in the region. Their reach is
also being felt in places such as
Cameroon, where students worked with an
alumna in January. We salute the Wildcat
softball team for their national title, the first for
any Linfield women’s team. Read on for the
work by a Linfield professor who aids the
devastated Gulf Coast. We also take a look
at service by a Linfield student in the local
community and research by an alumna at
the bottom of the world. As we prepare for
Linfield’s sesquicentennial next year, we will
continue to bring you stories, both past and
present, of Linfield champions.

Features
6 Educating nurses
The Linfield-Good Samaritan School of Nursing combines the
liberal arts with a community health focus to educate the next
generation of nurses.

13 Digging into disaster relief
Professor Rob Gardner returns to the Gulf Coast to continue his
research and to help rebuild the devastated area.

14 Linfield professors to retire
Professors Barbara Drake, Joel Marrant and Fred Ross share their
memories, which span four decades of teaching at Linfield.

16

Lora Koenig ’99 spent a summer in Antarctica collecting data
about Earth’s climate.

20

-- Mardi Mileham

Keep the spirit of hope alive
Ruth (Musunu) Titi Manyaka ’69 keeps hope alive for some
of the world’s most vulnerable people.

On the covers:
Front: Nursing students, clockwise from top, Joe
Romero ‘07, Michelle Gibson ‘08, Lucas
Arcoverde ‘07, Catherine Rutledge-Gorman ‘07,
Jaimie Warren ‘07, Stacy Griffin ‘08, Megan
Rodgers ‘07, Richard Ojeda ‘08
(Juan Calvillo photo)

Science secrets under the ice

22

National champions
The Wildcat softball team used grit, determination and talent
to take the NCAA national championship, the first women’s
team title in Linfield’s history.

Back: Scenes from commencement May 27
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