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I never leave a piece of paper.

I always keep it,

Fold it into little boats,

And throw the boats from the ship into the sea.

Some of them fly back into the ship through the window.

Some of them get wet and stick to the front of the ship.

I’'m still folding them every day,

Always hoping there is one that can float to where I want it to go.

Mother,

If you see a very little boat in your dream,

Don’t be surprised to see it in your dream,

This is what your daughter has folded with tears.
It floats for a long way over land and sea,

To come back home with love and sadness.

Bing Xin (Wanying Xie)
8/27/1923

Translated by Didan Yang
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