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Maricar Valdez
Introduction

How has your chosen
experience(s) impacted
you

Name: Maricar Valdez
Hometown: Saipan, Northern Mariana Islands
Major: Finance
Minor: Economics
Engagements outside of the classroom
•
•
•
•
•

•

First CLAS participant (Fall 2015)
Alternative Spring Break Participant
(Spring 2016, Tacoma, WA)
Alternative Spring Break Asst. leader
(Spring 2017 – Vancouver, WA)
First CLAS Leader (Fall 2018)
Change Corps Director of Alternative
Spring Break (SY 2018 – 2019)

How did this experience
connect you to Linfield in
more meaningful ways?

Being a part of First CLAS introduced me to
the other Programs offered by CES. I
participated in an ASB program in 2016,
where I learned about the issues of Hunger
& Homelessness and worked with Habitat
for Humanity.

Areas of
demonstrated
competencies

•

•

My First CLAS group in 2018

•

How has your chosen
experience(s)
impacted your longterm career or life
goals?

•

•
•

• As asst. leader, I Strengthened my
communication skills and organization
skills by hosting weekly meetings and
communicating with both the participants
and our service trip partner.

I developed positive relationships
with my supervisor and colleagues
and worked well with others in the
team.

Change Corps team 2018-2019

Working with a non-profit organization
such as Habitat for Humanity inspires me to
be an engaged citizen and to give back to
the community in any way possible.
I had a great learning experience in my ASB
trip and wanted to share that experience
with the students of Linfield. I went on the
Hunger & Homelessness trip in Spring 2017,
but this time as an asst. leader.

Vancouver, WA – Hunger & Homelessness ASB 2017

My First CLAS group in 2015 (also my first family
here at Linfield)

•

Being a First CLAS participant
helped me prepare for my first
year at Linfield. My leaders
provided me with resources and
college tips that would help me
succeed in college and also
served as my mentors/friends.
I became a First CLAS leader so
that I could serve as a resource
for the incoming students and
help them with their college
transition.

Tacoma, WA – Hunger & Homelessness ASB 2016

•
• As a first CLAS participant, I gained
knowledge of the different resources
available here at Linfield. As a First
Generation college student this information
has helped me with my transition from high
school to college.
• Through First CLAS, I moved in a week
earlier than other first year students and
was able to adjust to the new environment.
• Being far away from home, I was able to find
my second family here at Linfield. I found a
community that supports me emotionally and
academically.

•

As Director of Alternative Spring
Break, I’ve improved my
communication, time management,
leadership & organization skills by
holding weekly meetings, organizing
fundraisers, and keeping in contact
with the participants.
• As an aspiring financial analyst,
these skills will help me as I pursue
my MS in Finance. As a Financial
analyst my job would be to assess
the financial condition of a
business.
• I'll have the tools to work in a wide
variety of positions or environments.

•

I Attended leadership workshops to
better prepare myself as a leader.
This is important because in order
to be an effective leader, I must
have the necessary tools and skills
to inspire and impact others.
I Participated in service/volunteer
activities and gained an
understanding of the importance of
civic engagement.
Being a leader in ASB and First
CLAS has taught me that a leader
is a role model and one who inspires
others. In my case my goal as a
leader was to inspire others to be
active in their community.
I have Worked in teams and in
multicultural settings. as a leader
one of my goals was to ensure that
everyone felt included and respect
and understanding were present in
the group.

