Linfield College

DigitalCommons@Linfield
Presidential Reports

Office of the President

1-1-2014

2013-2014 President's Report
Mardi Mileham
Linfield College

Laura Davis
Linfield College

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.linfield.edu/presreports
Recommended Citation
Mileham, Mardi and Davis, Laura, "2013-2014 President's Report" (2014). Presidential Reports. Report. Submission 7.
https://digitalcommons.linfield.edu/presreports/7

This Report is brought to you for free via open access, courtesy of DigitalCommons@Linfield. For more information, please contact
digitalcommons@linfield.edu.

Our Year
The Year in Review - 2013-14
Linfield had many achievements over the past year,
hosting exhibits, conferences and lectures, and advancing
our strategic plan to secure the college’s future. Faculty
and students excelled, winning awards and honors for
research and scholarly works. Here is just a small
sampling of the numerous accomplishments recorded
throughout the year.
Linfield College was again ranked among the top liberal arts
colleges by U.S. News & World Report.
A grant from the Hearst Foundations will enhance and
support the recruitment and retention of majors in Science,
Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) disciplines.
Linfield hosted the traveling exhibit “Lincoln: The
Constitution and the Civil War,” and in conjunction
organized the conference, “The Political Thought of
Abraham Lincoln,” which attracted some of the top Lincoln
scholars in the country.
The Linfield Gallery was recognized by the Ford Family
Foundation for its leadership and prominent role in the
visual arts of the Pacific Northwest.
Seven music students were selected for College Band
Directors National Association Intercollegiate Honor Band.
Three students were recognized for outstanding work by the
Kennedy Center American College Theatre Festival.
Three students placed first in the Judith Little Problem
Solving Competition at the Association of Applied and
Clinical Sociologists Meetings.
The football team made it to the quarterfinals of the NCAA
Division III playoffs.
Linfield was named to the “The Princeton Review’s Guide to
332 Green Colleges: 2014 Edition.”
The baseball team made it to the NCAA Division III
championship tournament.
Funding was completed for the Dave Hansen Endowed
Chair in Economics to support faculty teaching, research
and service.
More than two dozen faculty and students participated in
the 22nd annual Murdock College Science Research
Conference in Vancouver, Wash., Nov. 7-9.
Linfield is offsetting 44 percent of its calculated carbon
footprint through a renewable energy program.
Education and research grew in wine-related projects and
courses in business, history, mass communication, the
Linfield Center for the Northwest and the Oregon Wine
History Archive.
Linfield continued to enhance and expand its commitment
to diversity by hosting a national expert to conduct
workshops for the hiring and retention of diverse faculty
and staff.
Nearly 140 McMinnville Campus students received funding
to present at professional conferences.
Four faculty were honored for scholarly achievements,
contributions to the life of the college beyond regular duties,
excellence in the classroom and creative achievement.
Research for three faculty members received a boost after
earning the John B. Housley Memorial International Study
award.

The Division of Continuing Education was restructured to
become more integrated with the college as a whole.
A student received a Fulbright grant to study in Austria.
743 degrees were awarded.
The Linfield-Good Samaritan School of Nursing was fully
accredited for 10 years by the Commission on Collegiate
Nursing Education and the Oregon State Board of Nursing.
Three mathematics students competing in the Mathematical
Contest in Modeling earned “meritorious” for their paper,
placing them in the top 11 percent of all papers submitted
from the competition, including 6,755 teams from 18
institutions.
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Our Vision
Dear Friend:
A winemaker once told me that growing and making pinot
noir is the greatest challenge of his career. The grape
clusters are small and finicky; you have to pay closer
attention and do more work to produce less wine than
would come from other varieties. Yet he loves pinot noir
above all other wines because it reflects its home, its
"terroir," more than any other. Grasping for the right
words, he said, "Pinot noir is authentic; unlike other
grapes, you will simply make bad wine if you try to alter
its identity or flavor. Instead you help the fruit express its
true identity; with pinot noir, the wines are made in the
vineyard, not in the winery."
Linfield is located in the heart of pinot noir country. And
without diminishing the symbolic importance of planting
acorns and growing oaks, I would contend that our work
is similar to winemaking. We engage students in the
discovery of their true identity and passion; together we
explore paths to enrich that identity and serve others. It is
not our goal to create carbon copies of ourselves; rather it
is to inspire our students to define themselves. That’s the
power of a small college. It’s also the power of the liberal
arts.
At this year’s commencement ceremony, graduating
senior Clara Martinez introduced the Class of 2014.
Clara’s parents, who never attended high school,
emigrated from Mexico when she was a baby. They
dreamed that their daughter would go to college, and so
Clara found her way to Linfield. Here, she’s made the
most of her education. She earned a summer Fulbright
grant to study in Wales, evaluating the experience of
British citizens whose heritage is Welsh rather than
English. Majoring in political science and communication
arts, she traveled to other campuses for debate
tournaments and culminated her forensics career by
debating in China. She was an R.A. in the residence halls,
a peer advisor for underclassmen needing academic
support, and a volunteer in the alternative spring break
program. In January 2014 she was one of 20 students in
the nation selected for the “Emerging Global Leaders”
program in Washington, D.C., and she now works as
program coordinator for the World Affairs Council of
Oregon. Linfield didn’t create this human dynamo, but
Clara will tell you that we helped her find her calling and
illuminated the path to fulfilling it.
I could go on with similar stories of course − Katie Corp
’14, an outstanding science student who did research in
France last year and was inspired by her chemistry
professors. Or Jacob Priester ’14, the Academic AllAmerican football player who had a 4.0 in biology and
also studied theater. Or Austin Schilling ’14, who came for
football and hoped to go into law enforcement after
college, but took a course from English Professor Lex
Runciman and discovered his love and gift for writing.
These students – just several of many examples − show
the power of great faculty who pay close attention to their
students, who help them find their individual expression
and calling, who do not try to alter them but rather to
inspire them to find what is already inside, waiting to be

released. Like making pinot noir, it requires more
individual attention to achieve this kind of outcome, but it
is ultimately worth it because of the results. I hope you
will keep this in mind as you read about the achievements
of the past year. For 156 years Linfield has provided this
personalized, excellent education, and we are rightfully
proud. Thank you for helping to make it possible.
– Thomas L. Hellie, President

Our People
Our greatest resource is our people – their stories reflect
the power of a small college.
Students, faculty and staff forge deep relationships.
Faculty challenge students to pursue their dreams and
passions by helping them find answers to academic
questions and by refining their goals. Students build
collaborative, cross disciplinary relationships with peers.
Staff members at all levels aid students through
workstudy, support programs or just by lending their
expertise and compassion. Our alumni reach back to
mentor students by providing career advice, networking
and through their philanthropic support. Everyone is
invested in the success of all our students.
There are countless stories at Linfield College. Here are
just four.

Our People
Faculty support enhances
student experience
Since 2011, Amy Orr has served as the George A. Westcott
III Distinguished Professor of Sociology, the first faculty
endowed position established at Linfield in decades.
Funds from the professorship have benefited not only
Orr, but also her students and colleagues.
Orr was able to take a scouting trip to Ghana to develop a
January Term course proposal, thus increasing Linfield’s
global offerings. In addition, she attended the annual
meeting of the American Sociological Association for the
first time in 10 years, engaging and interacting with
colleagues from around the country. Both of those
experiences helped her expand course content for existing
classes. The Westcott Professorship also provided funds
for a student research assistant on two collaborative
research projects, resulting in one student presenting the
work at the Pacific Sociological Association.
Three other major endowments are not only allowing
faculty to attend professional conferences, pursue
scholarly activities, and support student/faculty
collaborative research, they have also provided funding
for increasing faculty in English, economics and political
science.
Funding for the Dave Hansen Endowed Chair in
Economics was completed during the 2013-14 academic
year. Jeff Summers has been named to that faculty
position. He joins Anna Keesey, the Renshaw
Distinguished Professorship in Literature and Writing,
and Dawn Nowacki, the Elizabeth and Morris Glicksman
Chair in Political Science. New faculty hired as a result of
the endowments are: Joe Wilkins, English; Dimitri Kelly,
at left, political science; and Brittany Teahan, economics.
"Student education is enhanced anytime we provide
support and resources for faculty development," Orr said.
"The knowledge and experience I have gained from the
support of the Westcott Professorship continues to
enhance students’ educational experiences as I
incorporate what I learn into the classroom."

Our People
A heart for helping
Flora Maciel Garibay '15 of Salem has a heart for helping
others.
Thanks to a combination of scholarships, she followed her
passion to Quito, Ecuador, where she volunteered in a
pediatric hospital and studied at the Universidad San
Francisco de Quito.
At the Fundacion de Damas Voluntarias del Hospital Baca
Ortiz, Maciel Garibay supported the families of ill
children by handing out diapers, meals and clothing.
"Most of the children in the hospital come from the coast,
the Amazon and other provinces in the Andes so the meal
we provide for the parent is sometimes the only meal they
might eat that day," said Maciel Garibay, a sociology
major, who also bolstered her Spanish language skills and
learned about the Ecuadorian culture.
Maciel Garibay received the nationally competitive
Benjamin A. Gilman International Scholarship that
helped fund her study in Ecuador. Two endowed
scholarships from Linfield – the Lyle Nelson Scholarship
and the Clay Erickson Memorial Study Abroad
Scholarship – were also instrumental in helping support
her international study experience.
"When individuals invest in the education of students
they also invest in the wellbeing of their community and
society," she said. "My education has opened my eyes to
the interconnectedness of all social problems."
At Linfield, Maciel Garibay is involved with Movimiento
Estudiantil Chicano de Aztlan (MEChA) and Student
Advocates for Gender Equity (SAE). She says her Linfield
experience has shaped her into a confident, well-rounded
individual with a strong ability to problem solve.
"The best part is that my professors always challenge me,
which only proves to me how much they believe in my
abilities," she added.

Our People
A change of perspective
A January Term class to Southeast Asia not only gave
nursing major Isaac Hainley '14 a different perspective,
but may also have changed his future.
After visiting hospitals, clinics and rural villages during
the course Traditional and Modern Health Care in
Southeast Asia, Hainley is considering joining the Peace
Corps for the opportunity to serve some of the poorest
people around the world. Professors Neal Rosenburg and
Vivian Tong designed the course to provide opportunities
for learning about health care and the culture of the
region while providing students with an up close look at
life and health care in the cities and villages.
Although Hainley has traveled extensively in Europe, this
was his first time in Southeast Asia, where he was struck
by how humble, content and happy some of the poorest
villagers were. "If I join the Peace Corps I will be able to
help some of the poorest of the poor, and be reminded of
what is really important," he said. "It will help me gain
insight and direction as to how I want to spend the rest of
my life."
Hainley didn’t plan to be a nurse. He pursued a film
career for a time, but found it unfulfilling. With a mother
who is an herbalist, a sister who is a midwife and a
brother who is a nurse all serving as examples, he began
looking at the health care field. A stint as a certified
nursing assistant at an Alzheimer’s care facility convinced
him to begin taking classes at Portland Community
College and Portland State University before transferring
to Linfield to complete his BSN.
Hainley, who will graduate in December 2014, is looking
forward to his classes in trauma, intensive care and acute
care. In addition to the Peace Corps, long range plans
could include pursuing a master’s degree to become a
nurse practitioner or nurse anesthetist.

Our People
iFOCUS provides boost for
sciences
Tika Zbornik '17 is getting a jump on her future, thanks to
fruit flies and an innovative Linfield College
undergraduate science research experience.
Zbornik, of Orcas Island, Wash., wanted a personalized
education and access to research. She found that and
more through Linfield’s iFOCUS program, a week-long
introduction to science at Linfield held prior to
orientation. She learned about opportunities in biology,
chemistry, math and physics and discovered an interest in
biology Professor Catherine Reinke’s fruit fly research
studying gene expression. She joined Reinke’s student
research team, and continued in the lab over the summer.
"Working one-on-one with a professor and carrying out
an experiment instead of only reading about it has been
incredible," said Zbornik, a biochemistry major. "The
experience in the lab with Catherine has taught me
critical thinking and problem solving skills."
After only one year at Linfield, Zbornik has a better
understanding of her options for a future in science.
Although she came to Linfield with a plan to attend
medical school, she is now also considering the possibility
of a career in research.
"This opportunity is giving me a huge head start," she
said. "If I realize I really like research, I’ll probably go
more on a Ph.D. track. Being able to learn this early is
helping me formulate a plan for my future."
Zbornik earned a competitive scholarship award in math
from Linfield and also received other scholarships to help
fund her education. She’s grateful to donors who have
made her Linfield experience possible.
"For many of us, support from donors is the reason we’re
able to come here,” she said. “These contributions help
many students flourish and start the path to their
futures."
iFOCUS has been supported by gifts from generous
donors. Thanks to a grant from the Hearst Foundation
the program will be expanded next year.

Leadership
Linfield Board of Trustees
2013-14
David Baca ’78

Managing Partner, Davis Wright Tremaine LLP
Portland, OR

Stephen Bils
Executive Minister, American Baptist Churches of The
Central Pacific Coast
Portland, OR

Phillip Bond ’78
President and CEO, Bond & Associates, Inc.
Washington, D.C.

Kerry Carmody ’73
Retired Healthcare Executive
Valencia, CA

Gale Castillo ’73
President, Hispanic Metropolitan Chamber
Portland, OR

Pamela Claassen ’75
Chief Financial Officer, American Baptist Homes of the
West
Pleasanton, CA

Martha Cox ’72
President and Chief Executive Officer
Columbia Steel Casting, Co., Inc.
Portland, OR

T.J. Day ’71 (deceased)
Chairman and Senior Partner, Dacole Company
Reno, Nevada

Dave Dillon ’89
Executive Vice President, Oregon Farm
Bureau Federation
Salem, OR

Lucinda Day Fournier ’95
Retired Educator
Bend, OR

Leda Garside
Manager, ¡Salud!
Hillsboro, OR

Michelle Giguere ’78
Government Relations Consultant
Ball Janik, L.L.P.
Washington, D.C.

Glen Giovannetti ’84
Global Life Sciences Leader, Ernst & Young
Boston, MA

Kent Harrop
Team Pastor, First Baptist Church
Beverly, MA

David Haugeberg
Attorney at Law, Haugeberg, Rueter, Gowell,
Fredricks and Higgins, P.C.
McMinnville, OR

Thomas Hellie
President, Linfield College
McMinnville, OR

Kellanne Henry ’83
Commercial Real Estate Consultant
Seattle, WA

Pamela Jacklin
Retired Partner, Stoel Rives LLP
Portland, Oregon

David Jubb ’71
Vice Chairman & General Counsel
Reser’s Fine Foods , Inc.
Beaverton, OR

Ronni Lacroute
Proprietor, WillaKenzie Estate Winery
Yamhill, OR

Gary Magnuson ’73
Sr. Vice President, Wealth Management
Portfolio Management
Director, Morgan Stanley Wealth Management
Seattle, WA

Julie McElrath
Senior Vice President
Director Vaccine & Infectious Disease Division
Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center
Seattle, WA

Moe Momtazi
Owner, Maysara Winery and Momtazi Vineyard
McMinnville, OR

Daniel O’Leary ’86
Carnegie Professor of Chemistry
Pomona College
Claremont, CA

Mark Patterson ’88
Retired
Los Angeles, CA

Jan Selliken
Professor of Nursing, Linfield College
Portland, OR

Kenneth Stuart
President Emeritus and Professor
Seattle Biomedical Research Institute
Seattle, WA

Thomas Sutro ’71
Risk Manager, Evergreen Realty & Associates
Irvine, CA

Sandra Thompson ’68
Judge, Los Angeles Superior Court
Torrance, CA

Douglas Tunnell
Owner, Brick House Vineyards
Newberg, OR

Bernard Turner
Retired Pastor, First Baptist Church
McMinnville, OR

Tony Uphoff
CEO and Director, Business.com
Carlsbad, CA

Richard Withnell ’64
Chairman of the Board, Withnell Motor Co.
Salem, OR

Julie Weston Wolff ’91
Partner, Owen Roe LLC
Sammamish, WA

Jingsong Zhu ’93
Professor, National Center for Nanoscience
and Technology
Kirkland, WA

Trustee Emeriti:
Margaret Bladine McMinnville, OR

Glenn Camper Clackamas, OR
Charles Chicks ’53 Sunnyvale, CA
Evelyn Davis ’42 Kirkland, WA
Vernon DeLap ’50 Oregon City, OR
Charles “Dick” Getchell ’55 Damascus, OR
Richard Ice ’52 (deceased) Alameda, CA
André Iseli ’55 Clackamas, OR
Ezra Koch (deceased) McMinnville, OR
Glenna Kruger ’68 Portland, OR
James Ledbetter ’51 Lake Oswego, OR
Michael McBride ’72 Twin Falls, ID
Maxwell Powers (deceased) Oakland, CA
Larry Sims - Honorary Trustee Amity, OR
Delford Smith McMinnnville, OR
George Steers Seattle, WA
Bruce Stewart ’49 Lake Oswego, OR

