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His is a calm voice of reason amid countries in crisis.
Nearly a decade after he retired from the

Washington State Supreme Court, the steady voice of
Justice Robert Utter ‘52 continues to encourage the
rule of law, often in countries around the world. Utter is
a volunteer for the Central European and Eurasian Law
Initiative (CEELI) Institute, a public service project of
the American Bar Association that brings law to new
and emerging democracies throughout the world.

Utter, who spent 24 years on the Washington State
Supreme Court and served as chief justice from 1979
to 1981, now finds himself assisting with dispute reso-
lution and judicial seminars, establishing
courts and constitutions, advising on
administrative procedures and teaching
courses on international criminal law,
international commercial law, interna-
tional human rights law and anti-cor-
ruption law at the CEELI Institute in
Prague.

Last year, Utter assisted the Moldovan
government in negotiations for a new
constitution and took part in an annual
judicial conference in Albania. His travels
have taken him to Bulgaria, Russia,
Latvia, Albania, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Serbia, the Czech Republic and a host of
other countries.

“I was always interested in international law and the
impact of democracy on new societies,” said Utter, who
was asked to take part in the CEELI program while on
the Supreme Court and teaching constitutional law at
Seattle University. “This was a way to do that. Like every-
thing good that’s happened in my life, it was done by
accident, not by plan. It’s been a wonderful adventure.”

With 50 years of law experience to his credit, Utter
has witnessed a myriad of changes since earning his J.D.
from the University of Washington School of Law in
1954. That same year, desegregation was launched by
Brown vs. Board of Education, the landmark Supreme
Court decision aimed at ending segregation in public
schools. Utter has also seen a monumental leap in the
empowerment of women, and said he’s been impressed
by the sensitivity of law and society regarding full uti-
lization of women’s talents. 

Utter is accompanied on most trips by his wife of
50 years, Betty (Stevenson) Utter ‘53, a retired teacher
and counselor who teaches graduate-level counseling at
St. Martins College in Washington. Betty typically
teaches English during the trips.

Their marriage has flourished over the years
because of a solid foundation based on religious faith,
similar values and a commitment to working things out,
Utter said. 

“Linfield was a marvelous place to find someone
like this,” he said. “The simple fact is that (Betty) is the
most important thing in my life. Nothing I have accom-
plished could have been done without her encourage-
ment and support.  We have been partners in everything
in our lives.”

In addition to volunteering for CEELI, Utter is
called upon in the same capacity by the U.S. State

Department and the U.S. Agency for
International Development. His commit-
ment to volunteerism has been recog-
nized by a number of organizations, most
recently by the American Bar Association
when he was named Volunteer of the Year
for his work with developing countries.
Yet he remains modest about his accom-
plishments.

“My work is a small pebble compared
with what others do,” he said. “It’s been a
great privilege. The greatest has been to
see the dedication of people around the
world under incredible circumstances
working to develop the rule of law in

their own countries.
“I’m thankful that I’ve been able 

to help develop democratic 
institutions in other countries.
It’s incremental, with no 
dramatic results. You do 
it with the hope that it
will make a difference
to somebody. But no
guarantees.”

– Laura Davis
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In memoriam
Evelyn (Harrington) Tunnell

Jones ‘34 of West Linn on Dec. 12.
Louis Courtemanche Jr., ‘34

of La Jolla, Calif., on Oct. 30.
Survivors include a son, Craig ‘64.

Rose Ann (Bloom) Schnitzer
‘36 of Portland on Nov. 21.

Philip J. Petersen ‘38 of Coos
Bay on Jan. 26, 2003.

Calla (Holloway) Rice ‘39 of
Lake Oswego on May 2. 

Howard Roth ‘40 of
Kennewick,Wash., on Feb. 11. 

Virginia (Butler) Rickel ‘41 of
Spokane, Wash., on Jan. 4, 2002.

Mary (Buckingham) Vaux ‘41
of Silverdale, Wash., on March 20. 

Donald H. Thompson ‘41 of
Long Beach, Calif., on March 8.
Survivors include his wife, Laura
(Elden) ‘40.

Yvonne (Trower) Slaughter ‘41
of San Jose, Calif., on Oct. 7, 2002.

Don G. Sheppard ‘42 of Baker
City on Nov. 26.

Charlotte (Teats) Cline ‘43 of
McMinnville on Feb. 22. 

Henry J. Croes ‘44 of Kansas
City, Kan., on Nov. 4.

Rachael (Ballenger) Burchard
‘45 of McMinnville on March 23.

Benjamin Pease, Jr. ‘47 of
Billings, Mont., on March 15.
Survivors include his wife, Margery
(Jordon) ‘47.

Eileen (Neal) Love ‘46 of
Turner on March 15.

Shirley (Wild) Viloudaki ‘47
of Seattle, Wash., on Nov. 19.

Aldo H. Cereghino ‘47 of
Pendleton on April 6. Survivors
include his wife, Dorothy (Taus) ‘49.

Vermoine V. Klauss ‘47 of
Salem on Feb. 14. Survivors include
his wife, Thelma (McPike) ‘49.

Lorna (McPherson) Walker
‘47 of Clatskanie on Jan. 18. 

Louise C. Lawson ‘48 of
Portland on May 2.

Mildred (Brandaw) Springer
‘49 of San Francisco, Calif., on Feb.
16, 2003.

Hope Alicia (Degner)
Ankeney ‘49 of Portland on Feb.
15.

Ralph S. Henry ‘49 of Seattle,
Wash., on Jan. 19.

Joyce (Bower) Hargand ‘50 of
Salem on May 5. Survivors include
her husband, Fred ‘50.

Winthrop H. Ware ‘50 of
Fresno, Calif., in February.  

Arthur Mehlhoff ‘51 of
Springfield on Feb. 24.

James A. Howard ‘51 of
Terrebone on June 29, 2003.

Ralph S. Filion ‘51 of 
Bremerton, Wash., on March 28.

Ernest H. Hippe ‘52 of Salem
on May 4, 2003.

Lee G. Smith ‘57 of Portland
on Feb. 1.

Melvin R. Ruark ‘58 of
Lewiston, Idaho, on April 3.

James P. McAnally ‘62 of
Pendleton on March 18.

Judith (Pribyl) Robinson ‘67
of Stevensville, Mont., on Nov. 3.

Gary L. Hill ‘68 of Roseburg
on April 13.

Rosemary (Pelt) Lampe ‘69
of Hollister, Calif., on Feb. 20.
Survivors include a sister, Diane
(Pelt) Hedrick ‘73.

William Hockensmith ‘75 of
Portland on March 10. Survivors
include a brother, John ‘81.

Michael W. Rudine ‘75 of
Portland on Feb. 6.

William E. Staley ‘75 of St.
Paul, Minn., on Jan. 31.

Russell J. Tautfest ‘76 of
Aurora on Feb. 22.

Joanne (Wheelbarger) Davis
‘77 of Woodburn on May 10.

Joan (Weiler) Willis ‘83 of
Walla Walla, Wash., on Feb. 12.

Gay (Troutman) Tussing ‘84
of Warrenton on Jan. 9. 

Bartie (Green) Judd ‘02 of
Gresham on April 28.

GSH
Claramae “Johnnie” (Johnson)

Fajer GSH ‘52 on Jan. 22.

Friends and family
Hildegard Kurz of

McMinnville, professor emerita of
German, on April 3.

Bill Apel, professor of religion, models a 
Velocity cotton pique polo shirt, along 
with Dawn Graff-Haight, professor of health 
education and chair of the Department 
of Health, Human Performance and 
Athletics, shown here in a Velocity 
edge-trim polo shirt.
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