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Class Notes

1920-29
Lydia (Osgood) Lehman ’27

of Walnut Creek, Calif., celebrated
her 100th birthday in April.

1930-39
Edna (Breeding) Britten ’31

of Tigard is an active bridge player.

1940-49
J. Roy and Irma (Lehman)

Haley ’43 and ’42 of Buhl, Idaho,
are active volunteers in their church
and vocal group.

1950-59
Steve Harvey ’50 of Longview,

Wash., is office manager at KLTV.
Charles Jaeger ’54 of Nashville,

Tenn., retired in 2000 as director of
education for the Mid-Tennessee
chapter of The Associated Builders
and Contractors. He worked at Wild
Birds Unlimited until 2003.

David Carlyle Stuart ’58, ’61
of North Bend is retired and attends
classic car shows with a number of
his own restored cars including a

1968 GTO, 1952 Chevy, 1959 Edsel
station wagon, 1959 Edsel ranger
and 1956 Packard.

1960-69
Karen (Reams) Belgard ’61

of San Diego, Calif., runs a home-
based business.

Ted and Lynne (McFadden)
Desel ’61 and ’64 of McMinnville
are retiring. Ted, former Linfield the-
ater professor, is retiring as speech
and theater instructor at Chemeketa
Community College. Lynne directed
the Linfield PreKindergarten since its
inception in 1973.

Theo Johnson  ’61 of
Gresham is the founder of Healing
Touch Ministries and has written
several self-help books on the spiri-
tual aspects of healing.

John A. Hubbard ’62 of
Vancouver, Wash., received his doc-
torate of ministry from San Francisco
Theological Seminary in May.

Sally (Ferguson) Skelding ‘62
of Portland is managing director for
North End Players.

Mary Alice (Alderman)
Ridgway ’63 of Pendleton owns
NEIGH-bors, a horse motel/bed
and breakfast. She was inducted into
the McEwen High School Hall of

Fame for her community achieve-
ments and commitment.

Gary Stevens ’63 of Kodiak,
Alaska, is senate majority leader for
the Alaska State Senate.

Sylvia (Hart) Daigle ’63 of
La Quinta, Calif., retired after more
than 30 years in the medical diag-
nostic and electronics industries.

Fred Willecke ’65 of Pocatello,
Idaho, is a member of the Kentucky
Repertory Theatre.

Richard Brown ’66 of Tigard,
president of Park West Properties,
received the Home Builders’
Association Lifetime Achievement
Award.

Peggy (Moore) Crane ’68 of
Milford, Ohio, is involved with
youth ministry at Armstrong Chapel
in Cincinnati.

Mike Okura ’68 of West
Covina, Calif., retired after 37 years
of teaching at West Covina High
School. He continues to teach an
AP class at the high school and a
class at Azusa Pacific University.

Sarah (Morris) Pullen ’68 of
Beaverton is apprenticeship director
at the Independent Contractors of
Oregon.

Richard Nickels ’69 of
Gillette, Wyo., is a Bible Sabbath
Association board member. 

1970-79
Howard “Rocky” King ’70 of

Salem is administrator of the Oregon
Medical Insurance Pool and the
Insurance Pool Governing Board. He
also serves on the Oregon Public
Employees Benefit Board.

James Lambert ’72 of San
Marcos, Calif., is a loan officer for
American Mortgage Professionals,
Inc. He represented the American
Family Association in an interview
on BBC-TV.

Reg Pullen ’72 of Bandon is a
recreational planner for the Bureau
of Land Management, a Port of
Bandon commissioner and a mem-
ber of the board of the Coos
Historical Society.

Glen MacDonald ’74 of
Seattle, Wash., is a research scientist
at the University of Washington and
an advisor for Explorer Search and
Rescue.

Glen and Ellen (Jolma)
Schuknecht, both ’74, of Austin,
Texas, work for the Austin
Independent School District. Glen
teaches math and coaches basketball
and Ellen works in the College
Readiness Initiative department.

Lynan Baghott ’74 of Klamath
Falls is owner of Shasta Travel
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Shoppe, Concierge Travel Services
and Shasta Travel School. She and
her family own and operate
Cascadia Ranch & Stables, a horse
ranch and hay operation.

Mari Sue (McLeod) Johnson
’74 of Salem is director of donor
relations at Willamette University.

Ron Callan ’74 of Hillsboro is
sports director at KPAM-Radio.

Stover Harger Jr. ’74 of
Sherman Oaks, Calif., is associate
professor and clinician at Cleveland
Chiropractic College. He recently
ran the Los Angeles marathon.

Liz Duckworth ’75 of
Colorado Springs, Colo., published
Wildflower Living, a book about cul-
tivating inner strength.

Mary Gressley-Grow ’75 of
Hermiston is a teacher and English
Language Learner site coordinator at
Sam Boardman Elementary School.

Diane (Sullivan) Taylor ’75 of
Gladstone is a manager at Kaiser-
Permanente.

Trinna (Thackery) Tollefson
’75 of Astoria is retired.

Sandi (Smith) Arditi ’75 of
Portland is women’s design manager
at Pendleton Woolen Mills.

Brad and Shelly (Shum)
Eucker, both ’76, of Moorpark,

Calif., work in the laser and electro-
optical systems division at the
Boeing Company.

Leslie Hillman ’77 of Portland
works with second graders and
coaches track at Catlin Gabel School.

Phillip Bond ’78 of Fairfax, Va.,
is senior vice president, government
relations, for Monster Worldwide, Inc. 

Peter Howland ’78 of
McMinnville is pursuing other oppor-
tunities after 19 years in the Office of
College Relations at Linfield.

Janine Sarti ’78 of Eagle, Idaho,
vice president and general counsel for
St. Luke’s Regional Medical Center,
recently spoke on end-of-life deci-
sions at the Idaho Breast and Cervical
Cancer Alliance meeting.

Curt Shepard ’78 of Beverly
Hills, Calif., is director of govern-
ment relations at the Los Angeles
Gay and Lesbian Center. He recent-
ly cycled from San Francisco to Los
Angeles with the California
AIDS/Lifecycle event.

Sheila Lenker ’78 of
McMinnville is director of Bear
Hugs Childcare and Training
Center at McMinnville High
School. She was named Teacher of
the Year by the McMinnville
Rotary Club.

David and Beverlee (Metcalf)
Bowman ’79 and ’81 live in
Cowiche, Wash., where David works
for Conley Engineering and serves
on the Washington State Electrical
Board. Beverly retired after 10 years
on the Highland School Board and
teaches drama and geography to
homeschool students.

Katharine Matthews ’79 of
Washington, D.C., operates a law
practice focusing on patent prosecu-
tion and licensing, and trademark
counseling. She recently hosted a
gathering of Linfield alumni.

1980-89
Lori (Getz) Hartzmann ’80

of Nampa, Idaho, teaches kinder-
garten in Kuna.

Jane Kucera ’81 of Plainfield,
Ill., is a technical specialist for Nalco
Company. 

Hugh Kelly ’81 of Andover,
Mass., is co-founder and CEO of
West Ridge Networks.

Rob Saxton ’82 of Sherwood
is superintendent for the Tigard-
Tualatin School District.

Michael Evergin ’82 of Chula
Vista, Calif., a marine master ser-

geant, recently returned from Iraq
where he participated in operations
in Fallujah and facilitated Iraqi elec-
tions. He will return to Iraq in
August with Marine Medium
Helicopter Squadron 161.

Harry “Chip” and Rebecca
(Hart) Taylor, both ’82, are in
Sicily where Chip, a captain in the
U.S. Navy Medical Corps, serves as
executive officer of Naval Hospital
Sigonella.

Margaret (Shepard) Van Vliet
’85 of Portland is deputy executive
director of the Housing Authority
of Portland.

Jennie Guarnaccia ’86 of
Sacramento, Calif., married
Matthew Silver April 17.

Steve Marshall ’86 of West
Linn is president and equity partner
in New Interactive, Inc., soon to be
renamed The New Group.

Karl Allen ’87 of Phoenix,
Ariz., is fleet mechanic for the
America West Airlines Ground
Support Division.

David Carlson ’87 of Portland
owns and operates The Sports Section. 

Paul Schneider ’87 of Brewer,
Maine, received his master’s in anes-
thesiology education from Gonzaga
University and is practicing as a cer-
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Jennifer Butcher earns bronze medal in swimming at Paralympic
Two weeks after the 2004

Olympic Games ended in
Athens, Jennifer (Snook)
Butcher ’95 won a bronze
medal in the 100-meter back-
stroke. She was competing
against other swimmers with
visual impairments in the
Paralympics, held every four
years shortly after the Olympic
Games in the same venue. 

It was her final race, said
Butcher, 32. “I knew it was my last race,” she said, adding
that she’s been in the water only twice since then. “I still
love swimming, but I know I’ve done all I can do.”

All she can do includes setting records in the 50-
yard backstroke, 200-yard medley and 200-yard relays
at Linfield, where she received a degree in health edu-
cation.  The sport has been her guiding passion over
the years. “My life revolved around swimming,” she
said. That was a major reason the native of Issaquah,
Wash., chose Linfield. And the swim team competed in
the NAIA National Championships all four years she
was on it. All four years, she finished second in the 100-
meter backstroke. 

Butcher had intended to major in nursing until she
realized the nursing program was in Portland, not on the
main campus. “I made the choice to stay with swim-
ming,” she said, adding that it was a satisfying decision. “I
knew I wanted to do something in the health field.” She
continued her education at Portland State University,
earning an M.S. in special education in 1999.

Her vision had begun to deteriorate in elementary
school but worsened dramatically during college. When she
was a sophomore, she was diagnosed with Stargardt’s dis-
ease, which affects the macula and retina. That was 1993, the
year her blurry vision reached the legally blind stage.  

Butcher said her sight has stabilized in recent years.
She has lost her central, or detailed, vision and can read
only with a magnifying glass or with large fonts on a
computer screen. Her inability to decipher the numbers
has led to her boarding the wrong bus, which she relies
on for transportation since she can no longer drive.

Butcher and husband, Bryan, who was her swim
coach, live in Vancouver, Wash., where she teaches
health and fitness at the Washington School for the
Blind. Butcher now works with students aged 3 to 21
at the school. The emphasis is on workout routines and
strength training. And, of course, the swim.

– Beth Rogers Thompson

Jennifer (Snook) Butcher ’95

Jennifer Mize ’05



Class Notes

1920-29
Lydia (Osgood) Lehman ’27

of Walnut Creek, Calif., celebrated
her 100th birthday in April.

1930-39
Edna (Breeding) Britten ’31

of Tigard is an active bridge player.

1940-49
J. Roy and Irma (Lehman)

Haley ’43 and ’42 of Buhl, Idaho,
are active volunteers in their church
and vocal group.

1950-59
Steve Harvey ’50 of Longview,

Wash., is office manager at KLTV.
Charles Jaeger ’54 of Nashville,

Tenn., retired in 2000 as director of
education for the Mid-Tennessee
chapter of The Associated Builders
and Contractors. He worked at Wild
Birds Unlimited until 2003.

David Carlyle Stuart ’58, ’61
of North Bend is retired and attends
classic car shows with a number of
his own restored cars including a

1968 GTO, 1952 Chevy, 1959 Edsel
station wagon, 1959 Edsel ranger
and 1956 Packard.

1960-69
Karen (Reams) Belgard ’61

of San Diego, Calif., runs a home-
based business.

Ted and Lynne (McFadden)
Desel ’61 and ’64 of McMinnville
are retiring. Ted, former Linfield the-
ater professor, is retiring as speech
and theater instructor at Chemeketa
Community College. Lynne directed
the Linfield PreKindergarten since its
inception in 1973.

Theo Johnson  ’61 of
Gresham is the founder of Healing
Touch Ministries and has written
several self-help books on the spiri-
tual aspects of healing.

John A. Hubbard ’62 of
Vancouver, Wash., received his doc-
torate of ministry from San Francisco
Theological Seminary in May.

Sally (Ferguson) Skelding ‘62
of Portland is managing director for
North End Players.

Mary Alice (Alderman)
Ridgway ’63 of Pendleton owns
NEIGH-bors, a horse motel/bed
and breakfast. She was inducted into
the McEwen High School Hall of

Fame for her community achieve-
ments and commitment.

Gary Stevens ’63 of Kodiak,
Alaska, is senate majority leader for
the Alaska State Senate.

Sylvia (Hart) Daigle ’63 of
La Quinta, Calif., retired after more
than 30 years in the medical diag-
nostic and electronics industries.

Fred Willecke ’65 of Pocatello,
Idaho, is a member of the Kentucky
Repertory Theatre.

Richard Brown ’66 of Tigard,
president of Park West Properties,
received the Home Builders’
Association Lifetime Achievement
Award.

Peggy (Moore) Crane ’68 of
Milford, Ohio, is involved with
youth ministry at Armstrong Chapel
in Cincinnati.

Mike Okura ’68 of West
Covina, Calif., retired after 37 years
of teaching at West Covina High
School. He continues to teach an
AP class at the high school and a
class at Azusa Pacific University.

Sarah (Morris) Pullen ’68 of
Beaverton is apprenticeship director
at the Independent Contractors of
Oregon.

Richard Nickels ’69 of
Gillette, Wyo., is a Bible Sabbath
Association board member. 

1970-79
Howard “Rocky” King ’70 of

Salem is administrator of the Oregon
Medical Insurance Pool and the
Insurance Pool Governing Board. He
also serves on the Oregon Public
Employees Benefit Board.

James Lambert ’72 of San
Marcos, Calif., is a loan officer for
American Mortgage Professionals,
Inc. He represented the American
Family Association in an interview
on BBC-TV.

Reg Pullen ’72 of Bandon is a
recreational planner for the Bureau
of Land Management, a Port of
Bandon commissioner and a mem-
ber of the board of the Coos
Historical Society.

Glen MacDonald ’74 of
Seattle, Wash., is a research scientist
at the University of Washington and
an advisor for Explorer Search and
Rescue.

Glen and Ellen (Jolma)
Schuknecht, both ’74, of Austin,
Texas, work for the Austin
Independent School District. Glen
teaches math and coaches basketball
and Ellen works in the College
Readiness Initiative department.

Lynan Baghott ’74 of Klamath
Falls is owner of Shasta Travel

Class Notes

S U M M E R  2 0 0 5 -   2 7

Shoppe, Concierge Travel Services
and Shasta Travel School. She and
her family own and operate
Cascadia Ranch & Stables, a horse
ranch and hay operation.

Mari Sue (McLeod) Johnson
’74 of Salem is director of donor
relations at Willamette University.

Ron Callan ’74 of Hillsboro is
sports director at KPAM-Radio.

Stover Harger Jr. ’74 of
Sherman Oaks, Calif., is associate
professor and clinician at Cleveland
Chiropractic College. He recently
ran the Los Angeles marathon.

Liz Duckworth ’75 of
Colorado Springs, Colo., published
Wildflower Living, a book about cul-
tivating inner strength.

Mary Gressley-Grow ’75 of
Hermiston is a teacher and English
Language Learner site coordinator at
Sam Boardman Elementary School.

Diane (Sullivan) Taylor ’75 of
Gladstone is a manager at Kaiser-
Permanente.

Trinna (Thackery) Tollefson
’75 of Astoria is retired.

Sandi (Smith) Arditi ’75 of
Portland is women’s design manager
at Pendleton Woolen Mills.

Brad and Shelly (Shum)
Eucker, both ’76, of Moorpark,

Calif., work in the laser and electro-
optical systems division at the
Boeing Company.

Leslie Hillman ’77 of Portland
works with second graders and
coaches track at Catlin Gabel School.

Phillip Bond ’78 of Fairfax, Va.,
is senior vice president, government
relations, for Monster Worldwide, Inc. 

Peter Howland ’78 of
McMinnville is pursuing other oppor-
tunities after 19 years in the Office of
College Relations at Linfield.

Janine Sarti ’78 of Eagle, Idaho,
vice president and general counsel for
St. Luke’s Regional Medical Center,
recently spoke on end-of-life deci-
sions at the Idaho Breast and Cervical
Cancer Alliance meeting.

Curt Shepard ’78 of Beverly
Hills, Calif., is director of govern-
ment relations at the Los Angeles
Gay and Lesbian Center. He recent-
ly cycled from San Francisco to Los
Angeles with the California
AIDS/Lifecycle event.

Sheila Lenker ’78 of
McMinnville is director of Bear
Hugs Childcare and Training
Center at McMinnville High
School. She was named Teacher of
the Year by the McMinnville
Rotary Club.

David and Beverlee (Metcalf)
Bowman ’79 and ’81 live in
Cowiche, Wash., where David works
for Conley Engineering and serves
on the Washington State Electrical
Board. Beverly retired after 10 years
on the Highland School Board and
teaches drama and geography to
homeschool students.

Katharine Matthews ’79 of
Washington, D.C., operates a law
practice focusing on patent prosecu-
tion and licensing, and trademark
counseling. She recently hosted a
gathering of Linfield alumni.

1980-89
Lori (Getz) Hartzmann ’80

of Nampa, Idaho, teaches kinder-
garten in Kuna.

Jane Kucera ’81 of Plainfield,
Ill., is a technical specialist for Nalco
Company. 

Hugh Kelly ’81 of Andover,
Mass., is co-founder and CEO of
West Ridge Networks.

Rob Saxton ’82 of Sherwood
is superintendent for the Tigard-
Tualatin School District.

Michael Evergin ’82 of Chula
Vista, Calif., a marine master ser-

geant, recently returned from Iraq
where he participated in operations
in Fallujah and facilitated Iraqi elec-
tions. He will return to Iraq in
August with Marine Medium
Helicopter Squadron 161.

Harry “Chip” and Rebecca
(Hart) Taylor, both ’82, are in
Sicily where Chip, a captain in the
U.S. Navy Medical Corps, serves as
executive officer of Naval Hospital
Sigonella.

Margaret (Shepard) Van Vliet
’85 of Portland is deputy executive
director of the Housing Authority
of Portland.

Jennie Guarnaccia ’86 of
Sacramento, Calif., married
Matthew Silver April 17.

Steve Marshall ’86 of West
Linn is president and equity partner
in New Interactive, Inc., soon to be
renamed The New Group.

Karl Allen ’87 of Phoenix,
Ariz., is fleet mechanic for the
America West Airlines Ground
Support Division.

David Carlson ’87 of Portland
owns and operates The Sports Section. 

Paul Schneider ’87 of Brewer,
Maine, received his master’s in anes-
thesiology education from Gonzaga
University and is practicing as a cer-

Proud of your degree? 
Showcase it in your home or office
with a tailored diploma frame. 
Order this and other 

Linfield merchandise at the

Frame your accomplishment

Linfield College Bookstore
503-883-2240 or

www.linfieldbookstore.com

on the
webweb

on the

2 6  -  L I N F I E L D  M A G A Z I N E

Jennifer Butcher earns bronze medal in swimming at Paralympic
Two weeks after the 2004

Olympic Games ended in
Athens, Jennifer (Snook)
Butcher ’95 won a bronze
medal in the 100-meter back-
stroke. She was competing
against other swimmers with
visual impairments in the
Paralympics, held every four
years shortly after the Olympic
Games in the same venue. 

It was her final race, said
Butcher, 32. “I knew it was my last race,” she said, adding
that she’s been in the water only twice since then. “I still
love swimming, but I know I’ve done all I can do.”

All she can do includes setting records in the 50-
yard backstroke, 200-yard medley and 200-yard relays
at Linfield, where she received a degree in health edu-
cation.  The sport has been her guiding passion over
the years. “My life revolved around swimming,” she
said. That was a major reason the native of Issaquah,
Wash., chose Linfield. And the swim team competed in
the NAIA National Championships all four years she
was on it. All four years, she finished second in the 100-
meter backstroke. 

Butcher had intended to major in nursing until she
realized the nursing program was in Portland, not on the
main campus. “I made the choice to stay with swim-
ming,” she said, adding that it was a satisfying decision. “I
knew I wanted to do something in the health field.” She
continued her education at Portland State University,
earning an M.S. in special education in 1999.

Her vision had begun to deteriorate in elementary
school but worsened dramatically during college. When she
was a sophomore, she was diagnosed with Stargardt’s dis-
ease, which affects the macula and retina. That was 1993, the
year her blurry vision reached the legally blind stage.  

Butcher said her sight has stabilized in recent years.
She has lost her central, or detailed, vision and can read
only with a magnifying glass or with large fonts on a
computer screen. Her inability to decipher the numbers
has led to her boarding the wrong bus, which she relies
on for transportation since she can no longer drive.

Butcher and husband, Bryan, who was her swim
coach, live in Vancouver, Wash., where she teaches
health and fitness at the Washington School for the
Blind. Butcher now works with students aged 3 to 21
at the school. The emphasis is on workout routines and
strength training. And, of course, the swim.

– Beth Rogers Thompson

Jennifer (Snook) Butcher ’95

Jennifer Mize ’05



Leave your Legacy at Linfield College

Jeff and Kristi (Vertrees) Mackay ´88 and ´91
have planned for the future by including Linfield
College in their wills. 

“Planning our life together includes discussing 
our assets and where our priorities lie. We believe
in higher education and the opportunities that exist
through the Linfield experience.”

The Mackays contribute annually to Linfield as
well, supporting the college now and for the future.

Further information: 
Contact Suzan.Huntington@linfield.edu 
or at 503.883.2675

“We had such a wonderful time and terrific opportunities at Linfield.  
It feels right to give back to the college.”
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tified registered nurse anesthetist in
Bangor, Maine.

Sean Coste ’88 of North
Plains is a math teacher and head
girls’ basketball coach at
McMinnville High School.

Todd DeWeese ’88 of
Beaverton is a supervisor for the
Bureau of Emergency
Communications 9-1-1 Center in
Portland.

Richard Edwards ’88 of Lake
Forrest Park, Wash., married Irene
Cabezas Dec. 12. Richard is vice
president of Wildland Adventures in
Seattle.

Katherine (Pitman) Huit ’88
of McMinnville is director of col-
lections at the Evergreen Aviation
Museum. She wrote and produced a
documentary, Dream to Fly: Howard
Hughes and the Flying Boat, which
has aired in the United States,
Canada, the UK and Portugal.

Jodi Mathieu ’88 of
Gloucester, Mass., earned a master’s
of science in communications man-
agement from Simmons College in
Boston.

Karin (Young) Crouch ’89 of
Redmond completed a master’s in
teaching at George Fox University
and will teach business education
and yearbook at Redmond High

School in the fall.
Randy and Robin

(Brockman) Hare, both ’89, of
Tigard had a son, Reese, in August,
their third.

Tony Hodge ’89 of Reston,
Va., and his wife, Heather, had a
son, Ryan, Jan. 4.

Brian and Jennifer
(Kneeland) Morrissey ’89 and
’91 of McMinnville adopted a son,
Nick, from Russia. Brian is an
optometrist at the Eye Care Center
of McMinnville and Jennifer teaches
figure skating.

Chris Turner ’89 of
Fredericksburg, Texas, is a middle
school math teacher and coach at
Fredericksburg Middle School.

1990-99
Susan Greenwood ’90 of

Seattle, Wash., is volunteer coordina-
tor and staff events coordinator for
the Seattle Cancer Care Alliance.
She is also assistant director for the
Special Olympics Washington State
Summer Games.

Ryan Richardson ’90 of
Vancouver, Wash., married Saule
Tukumova Dec. 31.

Michael and Julie (Rozek)

Washburn ’90 and ’91 of Seattle,
Wash., had a son, James Andrew,
Sept. 23, their second.

Gregg and Danielle (Myler)
Embree ’91 and ’93 of Troutdale
own Pro Source, which provides
Livestrong arm and wrist bands.

David Foote ’91 of Austin,
Texas, and his wife, Deanna, had a
son, William, Feb. 8.

Chris (Seapy) Jacomino ’91
of Lake Oswego is vice president in
commercial banking for U.S. Bank.

Chris Nash ’91 of Okinawa,
Japan, a major in the U.S. Marine
Corps, is currently serving in Iraq.
He recently participated in tsunami
relief efforts in SE Asia.

Paula Overbeck ’91 of
Manteca, Calif., teaches second
grade and is training for her third
marathon with Team in Training’s
Modesto chapter, raising money for
The Leukemia and Lymphoma
Society.

Christine (Kauffman) Seina
’91 of Tigard works in the market-
ing and communication department
at Providence Health Systems. She
previously worked as marketing
communications coordinator for
Regence Blue Cross/Blue Shield.

Gary Thorson ’91 of Portland
is a teacher and head football coach

at Grant High School.
Aaron and Brandi (Thackery)

Frye ’92 and ’94 of Forest Grove
had a daughter, Naomi Faith, on
Aug. 26, their second.

Ken Weinberg ’92 of Portland
works at Gold’s Gym and teaches
physical education at Sabim
Elementary School.

Mary Buchan ’93 of Lantana,
Florida, earned an M.B.A. degree
from Western New Mexico
University.

Larry and Angie (Baker)
McNett ’95 and ’93 of Gladstone
had a daughter, Delaney Paige,
March 9.

Ryan Petrik ’93 of Spokane,
Wash., and his wife celebrated their
10th wedding anniversary in
December.

Kristie Rutherford ’94 of
Manassas, Va., and her husband,
Adam, had a daughter, Anda Joy,
Oct. 6.

Angela (Rose) Obery ’94 of
Keizer and her husband, Gary, had a
son, Simon Anthony, Feb. 1. Angela
teaches in the Willamette University
School of Education and writes
“Kid Trips,” a twice-monthly col-
umn in the Salem Statesman Journal.

Cara (Duszynski) Van Dijk
’94 of Cathedral City, Calif., and

her husband, Ron, had a daughter,
Gracie Moon, July 15.

David Shubin ’95 of Portland
owns the Travel and Immunization
Clinic of Portland.

Twyla (Sork) Cobos ’96 of
Woodburn is a field compliance
officer for State Farm Insurance.

Tracey (McLoughlin) Wright
’96 of Gearhart and her husband,
Ron, had a son, Tyler James, Jan. 11,
their second.

Stephanie Jones ’96 of Astoria
is the group life manager for
Management and Training
Corporation at Tongue Point Job
Corps.

Daniel Langsdorf ’96 of
Corvallis is offensive coordinator for
the Oregon State University football
team.

Ami Walton ’96 of Shoreline,
Wash., had a son, Maxwell Philip,
Feb. 12.

Travis Fantz ’96 of Portland is
a school principal.

Michelle (Miller) Morain ’96
of McMinnville is education and
events coordinator for the Home
Builders Association.

Jennifer (Ward) Thompson
’96 of Medicine Hat, Alberta,
Canada, and her husband, Jeremy, had
a son, Aedan Joseph Ovila, April 10,
their second. They own and manage
Lube-X Fast Oil Change.

Jim Lewis ’96 of Lake Oswego
works in investment sales and
financing of commercial office
properties at Cushman & Wakefield
of Oregon, Inc.

Austin and Jennifer (McNutt)
Bloom ’98 and ’96 of West Linn
had twins, Adam and Elliott, Jan. 5.

Ryan and Jenny (Swanson)
Derry ’96 and ’98 of Sherwood
had a daughter, Lainee Mattison,
Dec. 2, their second.

Richard Lorenz ’97 of Tigard
is a partner in the law firm Cable
Huston Benedict Haagensen &
Lloyd LLP.

Devon Lyon ’97 of Salem
works for Davis Wright Tremaine
LLP, a Portland law firm.

Danielle Meyers ’97 of Moses
Lake, Wash., completed a master’s in
nursing education from Central
Missouri State University.

Cindy Plummer ’97 of
Fresno, Calif., is vice president of
domestic marketing for the
California Table Grape Commission.

Amber (Katz) Reimers ’97
of Ladera Ranch, Calif., and her
husband, Tom, had a son, Benjamin
Thomas, Dec. 16.

Dianna (Polhamus) Renz ’97
of Livermore, Calif., and her hus-
band, Darren, had a daughter,

Jacqueline Verity, April 6. They will
move to Rock Springs, Wyo., where
Dianna will teach English at Western
Wyoming Community College.

Robert Olson ’98 of
Hollywood, Calif., is enrolled in the
nurse anesthesia program at the
University of Southern California.

David Oseran ’98 of Seattle,
Wash., married Melissa McQuiston
Oct. 30.

Daniel Wolf ’98 of San Diego,
Calif., is president of Global
Institute for Executive
Development. He received an
M.B.A. in global management from
the University of Phoenix in April.

Christopher and Jennifer
(Wallstrom) Winans ’98 and ’99
of Bend had a son, Tyler Lawrence,
Nov. 18.

Brian and Melanie (Borts)
Bailey, both ’99, of Tigard had a
daughter, Camryn Elizabeth, Feb. 16.

Kulamanu (Losch) Goodhue
’99 of Kailua, Hawaii, and her hus-
band, Charleston, had a daughter,
Emalia, Aug. 7.  

Aleki Pascua ’99 of Eugene is
defensive ends coach at Western
Washington University.

James Quick ’99 of Seattle,
Wash., is program officer for the
International Visitor Program at the
World Affairs Council.

Kelly Taylor ’99 teaches in
Seville, Spain.

2000-04
Amber Loeffelbein ’00 of

Jefferson married Gregory Beck
Fries on July 31.

Cameron and Erin
(Schuknecht) MacPherson, both
’00, of Austin, Texas, work for the
Austin Independent School District.

Heather Chang ’00 of Hilo,
Hawaii, is the science lab assistant
and educational assistant at the
Kamehameha Schools Hawaii Campus.

Jeff Crapper ’00 of Sherwood
is a teacher at Sherwood Middle
School.

Lindsay Holbrook ’00 of
Tucson, Ariz., is an advocate at
New Beginnings, a homeless shel-
ter for women and children. She
earned a master’s of education in
school counseling and guidance
from the University of Arizona in
December.

Ryan Adams ’00 of Kirkland,
Wash., teaches in the Northshore
School District. He earned a mas-
ter’s of education from the
University of Washington.

Andrea (Thompson)
Wedewer ’00 of Las Vegas, Nev.,

and her husband, James, had a son,
Thomas James, May 17.

Staci Bryson ’00 of Centralia,
Wash., is working on a master of
divinity degree at Princeton
Theological Seminary.

Augusta Symonds ’00 of
Lakewood, Wash., recently returned
from Japan where she taught
English for two years with the
Japan Exchange and Teaching
Program.

Tim Redfern ’00 of
Goffstown, N.H., married Michelle
Coulombe Sept. 4.

Tiffany Risser ’00 of Portland
will complete a master’s in music
education at Portland State
University and begin seminary
courses this fall.

Emily Bauer ’01 of Newberg is
assistant volleyball coach at Linfield.

Brian Claar ’01 of Portland
married Melissa Markley Aug. 27.
He is a commercial loan officer at
Bay Bank in Portland.

Kristen Collins ’01 of
Sherwood married Luke Gehring
Oct. 16. She is a student in the
Oregon Health & Science University
physician assistant program.

Lisa Evans ’01 of Las Vegas,
Nev., received a master’s degree in
arts criticism and management from
City University, London.

Miriam Krueger ’01 of Allston,

Mass., is assistant director of interna-
tional and multicultural student affairs
at Roger Williams University in
Bristol, R.I. She received a master’s in
intercultural relations from Lesley
University in May.

Tamara Quandt ’01 of
Arlington, Va., is pursuing a master’s
in political management at George
Washington University in
Washington, D.C.

Heather Bretl ’02 of Portland
received a master of education lead-
ership degree from the University of
Portland in May.

Ryann Bernard ’02 of
Washington, D.C., earned a J.D.
from American University Law
School in May.

Michael Keen ’02 of
Bloomington, Ill., is a corporate
billing manager with Country
Insurance & Financial Services.

John Paul Bierly ’02 of
Beaverton is administrator for the
Linfield Chamber Orchestra.

Marci Covey ’02 of Dallas is
enrolled in the dietetics program in
the Department of Nutrition and
Food Management at Oregon State
University. She earned the Kandis
McNeal Memorial Scholarship for
outstanding scholarship and leader-
ship qualities.

Suzanne Taylor ’02 of
Albuquerque, N.M., earned a mas-

Phil Renshaw
Phil Renshaw ‘31, long-time trustee of

Linfield and one of the college’s most avid sup-
porters, passed away Feb. 22 in Seattle, Wash.

Renshaw was born July 6, 1907, in
Fairbanks, Alaska. He came to Linfield at the
urging of President Leonard Riley although he
interrupted his education for  a stint as a hotel
night clerk in New York City, finding college
too “structured.” After returning, he graduated
magna cum laude with majors in economics
and business administration.

Renshaw was the founder and president of Talley Corporation, which
developed systems to manage large quantities of data. 

Renshaw was associated with Linfield College for nearly half of its
history and knew eight of its 18 presidents. His generosity supported the
college through lean times and good times and his wisdom in directing
his gifts helped shape the kind of education Linfield offers its students.
Renshaw Hall is named in honor of him and his wife Helen (Leach)
Renshaw ‘32 who passed away in 1981. His son, Philip Eugene Renshaw,
who passed away in 1982, also attended Linfield for two years. Renshaw
Avenue, the street which runs directly in front of Renshaw Hall, was named
in Renshaw’s honor in 1993. Countless Linfield students have benefited
from his generosity through scholarship funds which he established. 

Renshaw had served on the Board of Trustees since 1957 and was chair
of the board from 1964 to 1971. “He time and again exercised a remarkable
ability to guide the college through difficult periods in such a way that it
emerged not weakened, but strengthened,” said President Vivian A. Bull. He
was named Alumnus of the Year in 1970 and received an honorary Doctor
of Science degree in 1969. 



Leave your Legacy at Linfield College

Jeff and Kristi (Vertrees) Mackay ´88 and ´91
have planned for the future by including Linfield
College in their wills. 

“Planning our life together includes discussing 
our assets and where our priorities lie. We believe
in higher education and the opportunities that exist
through the Linfield experience.”

The Mackays contribute annually to Linfield as
well, supporting the college now and for the future.

Further information: 
Contact Suzan.Huntington@linfield.edu 
or at 503.883.2675

“We had such a wonderful time and terrific opportunities at Linfield.  
It feels right to give back to the college.”
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tified registered nurse anesthetist in
Bangor, Maine.

Sean Coste ’88 of North
Plains is a math teacher and head
girls’ basketball coach at
McMinnville High School.

Todd DeWeese ’88 of
Beaverton is a supervisor for the
Bureau of Emergency
Communications 9-1-1 Center in
Portland.

Richard Edwards ’88 of Lake
Forrest Park, Wash., married Irene
Cabezas Dec. 12. Richard is vice
president of Wildland Adventures in
Seattle.

Katherine (Pitman) Huit ’88
of McMinnville is director of col-
lections at the Evergreen Aviation
Museum. She wrote and produced a
documentary, Dream to Fly: Howard
Hughes and the Flying Boat, which
has aired in the United States,
Canada, the UK and Portugal.

Jodi Mathieu ’88 of
Gloucester, Mass., earned a master’s
of science in communications man-
agement from Simmons College in
Boston.

Karin (Young) Crouch ’89 of
Redmond completed a master’s in
teaching at George Fox University
and will teach business education
and yearbook at Redmond High

School in the fall.
Randy and Robin

(Brockman) Hare, both ’89, of
Tigard had a son, Reese, in August,
their third.

Tony Hodge ’89 of Reston,
Va., and his wife, Heather, had a
son, Ryan, Jan. 4.

Brian and Jennifer
(Kneeland) Morrissey ’89 and
’91 of McMinnville adopted a son,
Nick, from Russia. Brian is an
optometrist at the Eye Care Center
of McMinnville and Jennifer teaches
figure skating.

Chris Turner ’89 of
Fredericksburg, Texas, is a middle
school math teacher and coach at
Fredericksburg Middle School.

1990-99
Susan Greenwood ’90 of

Seattle, Wash., is volunteer coordina-
tor and staff events coordinator for
the Seattle Cancer Care Alliance.
She is also assistant director for the
Special Olympics Washington State
Summer Games.

Ryan Richardson ’90 of
Vancouver, Wash., married Saule
Tukumova Dec. 31.

Michael and Julie (Rozek)

Washburn ’90 and ’91 of Seattle,
Wash., had a son, James Andrew,
Sept. 23, their second.

Gregg and Danielle (Myler)
Embree ’91 and ’93 of Troutdale
own Pro Source, which provides
Livestrong arm and wrist bands.

David Foote ’91 of Austin,
Texas, and his wife, Deanna, had a
son, William, Feb. 8.

Chris (Seapy) Jacomino ’91
of Lake Oswego is vice president in
commercial banking for U.S. Bank.

Chris Nash ’91 of Okinawa,
Japan, a major in the U.S. Marine
Corps, is currently serving in Iraq.
He recently participated in tsunami
relief efforts in SE Asia.

Paula Overbeck ’91 of
Manteca, Calif., teaches second
grade and is training for her third
marathon with Team in Training’s
Modesto chapter, raising money for
The Leukemia and Lymphoma
Society.

Christine (Kauffman) Seina
’91 of Tigard works in the market-
ing and communication department
at Providence Health Systems. She
previously worked as marketing
communications coordinator for
Regence Blue Cross/Blue Shield.

Gary Thorson ’91 of Portland
is a teacher and head football coach

at Grant High School.
Aaron and Brandi (Thackery)

Frye ’92 and ’94 of Forest Grove
had a daughter, Naomi Faith, on
Aug. 26, their second.

Ken Weinberg ’92 of Portland
works at Gold’s Gym and teaches
physical education at Sabim
Elementary School.

Mary Buchan ’93 of Lantana,
Florida, earned an M.B.A. degree
from Western New Mexico
University.

Larry and Angie (Baker)
McNett ’95 and ’93 of Gladstone
had a daughter, Delaney Paige,
March 9.

Ryan Petrik ’93 of Spokane,
Wash., and his wife celebrated their
10th wedding anniversary in
December.

Kristie Rutherford ’94 of
Manassas, Va., and her husband,
Adam, had a daughter, Anda Joy,
Oct. 6.

Angela (Rose) Obery ’94 of
Keizer and her husband, Gary, had a
son, Simon Anthony, Feb. 1. Angela
teaches in the Willamette University
School of Education and writes
“Kid Trips,” a twice-monthly col-
umn in the Salem Statesman Journal.

Cara (Duszynski) Van Dijk
’94 of Cathedral City, Calif., and

her husband, Ron, had a daughter,
Gracie Moon, July 15.

David Shubin ’95 of Portland
owns the Travel and Immunization
Clinic of Portland.

Twyla (Sork) Cobos ’96 of
Woodburn is a field compliance
officer for State Farm Insurance.

Tracey (McLoughlin) Wright
’96 of Gearhart and her husband,
Ron, had a son, Tyler James, Jan. 11,
their second.

Stephanie Jones ’96 of Astoria
is the group life manager for
Management and Training
Corporation at Tongue Point Job
Corps.

Daniel Langsdorf ’96 of
Corvallis is offensive coordinator for
the Oregon State University football
team.

Ami Walton ’96 of Shoreline,
Wash., had a son, Maxwell Philip,
Feb. 12.

Travis Fantz ’96 of Portland is
a school principal.

Michelle (Miller) Morain ’96
of McMinnville is education and
events coordinator for the Home
Builders Association.

Jennifer (Ward) Thompson
’96 of Medicine Hat, Alberta,
Canada, and her husband, Jeremy, had
a son, Aedan Joseph Ovila, April 10,
their second. They own and manage
Lube-X Fast Oil Change.

Jim Lewis ’96 of Lake Oswego
works in investment sales and
financing of commercial office
properties at Cushman & Wakefield
of Oregon, Inc.

Austin and Jennifer (McNutt)
Bloom ’98 and ’96 of West Linn
had twins, Adam and Elliott, Jan. 5.

Ryan and Jenny (Swanson)
Derry ’96 and ’98 of Sherwood
had a daughter, Lainee Mattison,
Dec. 2, their second.

Richard Lorenz ’97 of Tigard
is a partner in the law firm Cable
Huston Benedict Haagensen &
Lloyd LLP.

Devon Lyon ’97 of Salem
works for Davis Wright Tremaine
LLP, a Portland law firm.

Danielle Meyers ’97 of Moses
Lake, Wash., completed a master’s in
nursing education from Central
Missouri State University.

Cindy Plummer ’97 of
Fresno, Calif., is vice president of
domestic marketing for the
California Table Grape Commission.

Amber (Katz) Reimers ’97
of Ladera Ranch, Calif., and her
husband, Tom, had a son, Benjamin
Thomas, Dec. 16.

Dianna (Polhamus) Renz ’97
of Livermore, Calif., and her hus-
band, Darren, had a daughter,

Jacqueline Verity, April 6. They will
move to Rock Springs, Wyo., where
Dianna will teach English at Western
Wyoming Community College.

Robert Olson ’98 of
Hollywood, Calif., is enrolled in the
nurse anesthesia program at the
University of Southern California.

David Oseran ’98 of Seattle,
Wash., married Melissa McQuiston
Oct. 30.

Daniel Wolf ’98 of San Diego,
Calif., is president of Global
Institute for Executive
Development. He received an
M.B.A. in global management from
the University of Phoenix in April.

Christopher and Jennifer
(Wallstrom) Winans ’98 and ’99
of Bend had a son, Tyler Lawrence,
Nov. 18.

Brian and Melanie (Borts)
Bailey, both ’99, of Tigard had a
daughter, Camryn Elizabeth, Feb. 16.

Kulamanu (Losch) Goodhue
’99 of Kailua, Hawaii, and her hus-
band, Charleston, had a daughter,
Emalia, Aug. 7.  

Aleki Pascua ’99 of Eugene is
defensive ends coach at Western
Washington University.

James Quick ’99 of Seattle,
Wash., is program officer for the
International Visitor Program at the
World Affairs Council.

Kelly Taylor ’99 teaches in
Seville, Spain.

2000-04
Amber Loeffelbein ’00 of

Jefferson married Gregory Beck
Fries on July 31.

Cameron and Erin
(Schuknecht) MacPherson, both
’00, of Austin, Texas, work for the
Austin Independent School District.

Heather Chang ’00 of Hilo,
Hawaii, is the science lab assistant
and educational assistant at the
Kamehameha Schools Hawaii Campus.

Jeff Crapper ’00 of Sherwood
is a teacher at Sherwood Middle
School.

Lindsay Holbrook ’00 of
Tucson, Ariz., is an advocate at
New Beginnings, a homeless shel-
ter for women and children. She
earned a master’s of education in
school counseling and guidance
from the University of Arizona in
December.

Ryan Adams ’00 of Kirkland,
Wash., teaches in the Northshore
School District. He earned a mas-
ter’s of education from the
University of Washington.

Andrea (Thompson)
Wedewer ’00 of Las Vegas, Nev.,

and her husband, James, had a son,
Thomas James, May 17.

Staci Bryson ’00 of Centralia,
Wash., is working on a master of
divinity degree at Princeton
Theological Seminary.

Augusta Symonds ’00 of
Lakewood, Wash., recently returned
from Japan where she taught
English for two years with the
Japan Exchange and Teaching
Program.

Tim Redfern ’00 of
Goffstown, N.H., married Michelle
Coulombe Sept. 4.

Tiffany Risser ’00 of Portland
will complete a master’s in music
education at Portland State
University and begin seminary
courses this fall.

Emily Bauer ’01 of Newberg is
assistant volleyball coach at Linfield.

Brian Claar ’01 of Portland
married Melissa Markley Aug. 27.
He is a commercial loan officer at
Bay Bank in Portland.

Kristen Collins ’01 of
Sherwood married Luke Gehring
Oct. 16. She is a student in the
Oregon Health & Science University
physician assistant program.

Lisa Evans ’01 of Las Vegas,
Nev., received a master’s degree in
arts criticism and management from
City University, London.

Miriam Krueger ’01 of Allston,

Mass., is assistant director of interna-
tional and multicultural student affairs
at Roger Williams University in
Bristol, R.I. She received a master’s in
intercultural relations from Lesley
University in May.

Tamara Quandt ’01 of
Arlington, Va., is pursuing a master’s
in political management at George
Washington University in
Washington, D.C.

Heather Bretl ’02 of Portland
received a master of education lead-
ership degree from the University of
Portland in May.

Ryann Bernard ’02 of
Washington, D.C., earned a J.D.
from American University Law
School in May.

Michael Keen ’02 of
Bloomington, Ill., is a corporate
billing manager with Country
Insurance & Financial Services.

John Paul Bierly ’02 of
Beaverton is administrator for the
Linfield Chamber Orchestra.

Marci Covey ’02 of Dallas is
enrolled in the dietetics program in
the Department of Nutrition and
Food Management at Oregon State
University. She earned the Kandis
McNeal Memorial Scholarship for
outstanding scholarship and leader-
ship qualities.

Suzanne Taylor ’02 of
Albuquerque, N.M., earned a mas-

Phil Renshaw
Phil Renshaw ‘31, long-time trustee of

Linfield and one of the college’s most avid sup-
porters, passed away Feb. 22 in Seattle, Wash.

Renshaw was born July 6, 1907, in
Fairbanks, Alaska. He came to Linfield at the
urging of President Leonard Riley although he
interrupted his education for  a stint as a hotel
night clerk in New York City, finding college
too “structured.” After returning, he graduated
magna cum laude with majors in economics
and business administration.

Renshaw was the founder and president of Talley Corporation, which
developed systems to manage large quantities of data. 

Renshaw was associated with Linfield College for nearly half of its
history and knew eight of its 18 presidents. His generosity supported the
college through lean times and good times and his wisdom in directing
his gifts helped shape the kind of education Linfield offers its students.
Renshaw Hall is named in honor of him and his wife Helen (Leach)
Renshaw ‘32 who passed away in 1981. His son, Philip Eugene Renshaw,
who passed away in 1982, also attended Linfield for two years. Renshaw
Avenue, the street which runs directly in front of Renshaw Hall, was named
in Renshaw’s honor in 1993. Countless Linfield students have benefited
from his generosity through scholarship funds which he established. 

Renshaw had served on the Board of Trustees since 1957 and was chair
of the board from 1964 to 1971. “He time and again exercised a remarkable
ability to guide the college through difficult periods in such a way that it
emerged not weakened, but strengthened,” said President Vivian A. Bull. He
was named Alumnus of the Year in 1970 and received an honorary Doctor
of Science degree in 1969. 
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ter’s degree in physics from the
University of New Mexico in May.

Charlise Mueller ’02 of
Hillsboro is a behavioral support
specialist at Straight Ahead Shelter, a
facility for developmentally disabled
adolescents in Cornelius.

Jennifer (Rice) Rouse ’02 of
Brownsville had a daughter,
Elizabeth, Aug. 2. She is a reporter
for the Albany Democrat-Herald.

Melissa Schmeer ’04 of
McMinnville is the school techni-
cian at Newby Elementary School.

Jeni Aaby ’04 of Bothell,
Wash., is the education writer for
The Enterprise Newspapers.

Kristin Greig and Daniel
Hayes, both ’04, of Naches, Wash.,
were married July 10.

Heather Morgan ’04 of Tigard
married Jeremy Howard July 31.

Danya Lusk ’04 of Hood
River completed a dramaturgy
internship at The Goodman Theatre
in Chicago, Ill.

Ryan Whitcomb and Kalie
Seliger, both ’04, of Bend were
married in October.

Shelly Lipkin ’05 of Lake
Oswego presented a staged reading
of his new play, Sylver Beaches.

Got news?
Have you changed jobs?

Received a promotion? Returned
to school? Received another
degree? Started a business? Did you
get married or have a baby in the
last 12 months? If you have news
for your classmates and other
Linfield friends, send a note to:
alumni@linfield.edu with “class
notes” in the subject line or mail it
to Class Notes, Linfield Magazine,
900 SE Baker St., McMinnville,
OR 97128-6894.

In memoriam
Catherine Hardin ‘30 of

Lewiston, Idaho, Feb. 25.
Virginia (Clare) Beal ‘32 of

Portland, March 8. Survivors include
daughters Miriam Dunbar ‘57,
Katherine Beal ‘60 and Clare
Bantsari ‘65.

Edna (Senn) Parker ‘32 of
Salem, Jan. 13.

Carl Wuorinen ‘38 of Eugene,
April 6.

Earle Shipley ‘38 of
McMinnville, Feb. 9. Survivors
include a son, Thomas ‘67, a
daughter, Becky ‘70, and grand-

daughter Laurel Gillespie ‘94.
Clifford Schiel ‘40 of

Newport, Dec. 31.
Charles Zacur ‘41 of West

Linn, March 11. Survivors include
his wife, Verle (Zimmerman) ‘40.

Harold Kendrick ‘43 of Palm
Coast, Florida, Feb. 1.

Polly (Knickerbocker) Giesy
‘44 of McMinnville, Feb. 26.

Carolyn (Comfort) Low ‘44
of Fortuna, Calif., Oct. 21. Survivors
include sons Kevin ‘70 and David
‘75.

Maxine (Curtis) Johnson ‘47
of Lake Oswego, April 29.

Evelyn (Bingham) White ‘49
of Seal Beach, Calif., Nov. 16.

Margaret (McKay) Thiel ‘51
of Medford, Dec. 25.

Donald Porter ‘56 of Keizer,
May 15.

Joan (Griffith) Howard ‘58 of
Monmouth, Feb. 27.

James Buckingham ‘58 of
Calistoga, Calif., Feb. 3.

Stephen Burrill ‘59 of
Surprise, Ariz., Feb. 26. Survivors
include his wife, Dianne
(Condon) ‘60.

Calvin Holtan ‘63 of
Newberg, Nov. 9.

William Helbig Jr. ‘70 of
McMinnville, May 3.

Louise (Davis) Shaw ‘84 of
Springfield, March 12.

Jodie Hatzenbihler ‘03 of
Overland Park, Kan., April 9.

GSH
Gertrude (Sotka) Maki GSH

‘31 of Warrenton, Feb. 26.
Harriet (Hammiker) Billings

GSH ‘41 of Portland, March 4.
Elizabeth (Bunch) Riggs

GSH ‘53 of Livingston, Texas,
March 12.

Nancy (Halsey) Zahl GSH
‘54 of Bend, April 10.

Friends and family
Ethel “Maryan” Dressel of

McMinnville, Feb. 1. Survivors
include sons Bill ‘62, Jerry ‘65 and
Mike ‘73; a brother, John Hays
‘48; and grandsons Kevin ‘85,
Ryan ‘89 and Matt ‘97.

Fred Haley of Tacoma, Wash.,
April 4. He was a member of the
Linfield Board of Trustees.

Ann Goss of McMinnville,
May 11. She was associate dean of
admissions and director of interna-
tional admissions for 33 years.

Turner shares the lessons learned
When Rick Turner ’63 entered Linfield, he was one

of only seven African-American students. He knew he
had entered a world far different from his urban home-
town, Hartford, Conn. He knew acquaintances back
home were saying he’d soon return in defeat. He was
determined to prove them wrong.

Turner came on a basketball scholarship, thanks to
his high school coach’s friendship with Paul Durham
’36, then Linfield athletic director. Curtis Manns ’62,
who had graduated from Weaver High a year ahead of
Turner, had come to play football.

Turner calls Linfield “a saving grace.” He had to
overcome academic deficiencies and loneliness. He was
17 years old and 3,000 miles from familiar faces. 

“In retrospect, I’m really thankful for the opportu-
nity to go to Linfield,” says Turner. “I know it made me
a better person. These were the most important four
years of my life because I learned how to endure. It
made me a stronger person.” 

Turner may not have found many African
Americans at Linfield, but he did find a caring, support-
ive environment. “The people at Linfield were helpful,
they were nurturing, they respected me, and I respected
them. I don’t think I could have survived if the envi-
ronment wasn’t warm and conducive for me at that
time.”

Turner did return to
Connecticut, but not in defeat.
After receiving his B.A. in sociolo-
gy from Linfield, he earned a mas-
ter’s degree in social work from the
University of Connecticut. He
returned to the West Coast, com-
pleting a Ph.D. in higher education
administration/public policy at
Stanford.

Many scholars base articles and
books on their doctoral disserta-
tions; Turner has built a successful career on his. It is
titled “The Academic Achievement and Retention of
Black Students at White Institutions.”

Since 1988, Turner has served as dean of African-
American Affairs at the University of Virginia. Among
his celebrated accomplishments, one stands out: the
University’s African-American graduation rate has
steadily grown on his watch to 87 percent, among the
highest in the nation for public institutions. He also
teaches a class, “Sociology of the African-American
Community.”

Turner can empathize with the students he counsels.
He knows life can be tough, but he makes it clear that he
has high expectations. He would like to see Virginia’s

African-American enrollment
climb to 14- to 15 percent; it has
held steady at about 9 percent
since 2000. But, he says, “When
you get a critical mass, which we
have at the University of
Virginia, it’s much easier – when
students can see other students
that look like them, and see
them succeeding.”

More than 40 years since
his Linfield days, Turner stays in
touch with his mentor,

Durham, and his sophomore roommate, Barry Tucker
’71. Tucker, who took a military detour before finishing
college, is Linfield’s director of Multicultural Programs.

Tucker said he considers Turner a mentor and hero.
He often brought his roommate home to Seattle, Wash.,
on holidays when Turner couldn’t make it to
Connecticut. He describes Turner as “extremely dedi-
cated, extremely professional. He challenges all students,
especially African-American students, to strive for
excellence.” 

– Beth Rogers Thompson

Lila Ashenbrenner
received her liberal arts
degree from Linfield in
1974, a year of economic
doldrums. She saw her lack
of specialization as a
strength, not a weakness:
“So many people were
graduating and not getting
jobs back then. I thought it
would be better to be well

rounded. And it couldn’t have worked out better.”
She graduated with no career goals, but with an

open mind. After working in a veterinary clinic for sev-
eral years, she got to know a Washington County sher-
iff ’s deputy, who invited her on a ride-along. One thing
led to another, and eventually she was working with
animals again – on the Hillsboro Police Department’s
K-9 unit. She was only the second woman hired by the
department and at that time the only female K-9 offi-
cer in Oregon. 

“Talk about a branch not falling far from the tree,”
she said, laughing at her entrenchment in this corner of

Oregon. “Our mayor right now was my high school
student teacher” at Aloha High School.

She may not have ventured far from home, but
Ashenbrenner has worked in some exciting areas of law
enforcement – narcotics and undercover operations, as
well as public information and administration. She has
risen steadily through the ranks in nearly 28 years with
the department, from patrol to detective, sergeant, lieu-
tenant, captain and commander, culminating in her
promotion to Hillsboro’s deputy chief in 2003. 

Now that she’s spending more time at a desk, she
said, she misses the immediacy of being on the streets.
“You never knew what you were going to be doing
next,” she said. “And I really enjoyed narcotics. It always
felt good to put the bad guys away.” 

But the work is not always as glamorous and high-
tech as it is portrayed on television. “I wish we really
had that equipment available,” Ashenbrenner said. Her
biggest challenge these days is hiring personnel, she
said, adding, “We’re looking for people who want this
as a career, not a job.”

– Beth Rogers Thompson

Lila Ashenbrenner ’74

Open mind, liberal arts education lead Ashenbrenner to law enforcement career

“These were the most
important four years of my
life because I learned how 

to endure. It made me 
a stronger person.”

Rick Turner, dean of the Office of African-American Affairs, kicked off Black History
Month with his inaugural State of African-American Affairs address at the University 
of Virginia last year.
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