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3 0   -   L I N F I E L D  M A G A Z I N E

John Paul Creasman
’59 is a miracle worker to
the thousands of people
whose eyesight he has
helped restore.

Creasman, assistant
professor in ophthalmol-
ogy and department
chair at the Mayo Clinic
in Arizona, has devoted
his life to humanitarian
work and education
around the world. Over

the past 35 years, he has
regularly offered his skills and materials in underserved
areas of Africa, the North Pacific and South America.

Last year, Creasman received the Mayo Clinic
Alumni Association Humanitarian Award for his contri-
butions to medicine, education and medical humanitar-
ian missions.

“Most of the blindness in the world today is due to
cataracts, and that’s easy to rectify,” said Creasman, who,
after graduating from Linfield College, earned his med-
ical degree from Baylor University College of
Medicine. “And the rewards for the patient, and for me
as well, are dramatic. It’s exciting to watch people see for
the first time in many years.”

Humanitarian work is second nature to Creasman,
who grew up near the San Carlos Indian reservation
in southeastern Arizona and often helped his parents
provide food, clothing and shelter for those in need. 

“You don’t just take, you give back,” Creasman said.
“I wouldn’t know how to do it any other way.” 

His primary focus has been a small clinic in Vera
Cruz, Baja, Mexico, which he founded in 1972 and
travels to several times every year.

“On the very first trip we started seeing patients
under a mesquite tree,” he said. “We see people from
all over. They hear we’re coming and they show up.”

Over the past 35 years, he has coordinated

community building projects and recruited a dentist, a
family practitioner and a nurse practitioner to help him
provide care. In addition to hands-on patient care,
Creasman is a proponent of medical education and has
hosted conferences for physicians around the world.

His love of science took hold in a Melrose labora-
tory during his first rainy winter in Oregon. Although
he initially came to Linfield to play baseball, he took
zoology from Jane Claire Dirks-Edmunds in the off-sea-
son and was hooked.

“Everything was so clear and concise, it was impos-
sible not to learn,” he said. “Other than my parents,
she was the first instructor who really taught me how to
think, process and ask the questions, ‘Why’ and ‘What
difference does it make?’ When March rolled around, I
forgot about baseball.”

Instead, he double majored in chemistry and biology,
participated on the debate team and served as student
body president, thriving in Linfield’s familial atmosphere.
Years later, he helped establish an endowed fund in ecolo-
gy at Linfield in the name of Dirks-Edmunds.

“I would have disappeared into the woodwork at a
large university,” said Creasman, who, during his first
week on campus, was invited to play pool with then-
President Harry Dillin.

“He said, ‘The back door’s always open. Come over
any time you want,’” Creasman recalled. “Linfield was
literally like a family in many ways. Many of my Linfield
classmates are still my closest friends today. In this
environment you make friends that last.”

– Laura Davis

Alumni ProfileClass Notes

John Creasman:

John Paul Creasman ‘59

Relations of Los Angeles.  
Katy Schopfer ’03 of Issaquah,

Wash., married Steven Furusho Nov.
12 in Salem. She works in sales at
Advanced Digital Information Corp.

Juliet Sloan ’03 of Portland
earned a master’s of education
from Loyola College and owns a
Montessori preschool.

Michael and Kristin (Russell)
Teater, both ’03, live in Beaverton.
Michael earned a doctorate of
physical therapy from Pacific
University.

Rebecca Young ’03 of Great
Falls, Mont., is a research assistant
with McLaughlin Research Institute
and recently contributed to an 
article published in Proceedings of 
the National Academy of Sciences
Magazine.

Michelle Cousins ’04 of
McMinnville married John Gregor
Jr. Sept. 17 in McMinnville. She is
an escrow assistant for Western Title.

Jordan Delapoer and Liz
Coburn, both ’04, of Beaverton,
were married Aug. 6 in Portland.

Thomas Ford ’04, Blake
Kluse ’04, George Carter ’05
and Brandon Hazenburg ’06 are
members of the Tri-Cities Fever, a
National Indoor Football League
team.

Amanda Marsh ’04 of
Longview, Wash., is pursuing a 
master’s in clinical psychology at
Pepperdine University.

Pat McConn ’04 of Walla
Wall, Wash., married Alyssa Latham
Aug. 20 in Walla Walla. He is a
business banking officer at the
Milton-Freewater Baker Boyer
Bank branch.

Melissa Schmeer ’04 of Salem
is a computer technician at Cascade
School District.

Krista Schuchard ’04 of San
Diego, Calif., married Michael
Driver June 18 in Roseburg.

Stephen Teater ’04 of Portland
is a project assistant with Ash Creek
Associates, an engineering firm.

Paula (Abrams) Van Beurden
’04 of McMinnville is a substitute
teacher in the Dayton and
McMinnville school districts.

Stefanie (Jones) Van Dyke
’04 of McMinnville teaches first
grade at Faulconer-Chapman
School in Sheridan.

Casey Allen ’05 is a member
of the Winnipeg Blue Bombers

football team.
Kelsey Cloepfil ’05 of

McMinnville married Brian Turley
Dec. 16 in McMinnville.  She
teaches first grade in the
McMinnville School District.

Jeff Dunn ’05 of Dallas has
signed to play with the Salem
Stampede, part of the International
Basketball League.

Brett Elliott ’05 of Lake
Oswego signed a two-year contract
with the San Diego Chargers foot-
ball team.

Heidi Fernandez ’05 of
McMinnville was named Head
Start’s Region 10 Teacher of the
Year.

Kathryn Henriksen ’05 of
Solana Beach, Calif., volunteered for
three weeks in Waveland, Miss.,
rebuilding after Hurricane Katrina.

Justin Johnson ’05 of Corvallis
is a master’s student at Oregon State
University.

Morgan McKay ’05 of Albany
created Chunk-O-Hunk gourmet
chocolate popcorn.

Britany Mock ’05 of Puyallup,
Wash., teaches French at Graham-
Kapowsin High School. 

David Rozovski ’05 of
McMinnville will work in the U.S.
Aeroflightdynamics directorate at
NASA Ames Research Center this
summer, before beginning graduate
school at the University of Illinois
in human factors in aviation.

Sierra Wright ’05 of The
Dalles is vice president of sales and
marketing for Pines 1852.

In memoriam
John Gooding “Jack”

Falconer ’35 of Anchorage, Alaska,
Jan. 12.

Francis Lukes ’35 of Forest
Grove, Feb. 27.

Celia (Zimmerman)
Dromgoole ’37 of Portland, May 17.

Elvin Duerst ’37 of McMinnville,
May 11. Survivors include a sister,
Marie Duerst ’39

Lois (Fuqua) Hurlimann ’38
of Lake Oswego, March 10, 2005.
Survivors include a sister, Victoria
(Fuqua) Jensen ’41 of Tigard.

Stanley Burket ’39 of
Sacramento, Calif., Oct. 12.

Pat Culp ’40 of Shasta Lake,
Calif., April 6.

Marjory (Siedow) Whitbeck
’41 of Beaverton, Feb. 9. Survivors
include her husband, Wayne ’40.

John Armstrong ’42 of
Lincoln City, Feb. 27.

Dale Taylor ’43 of McMinnville,
Feb. 19. Survivors include his wife,
Shirley (Swain) ’42, and brothers
Donald ’46 and Allen ’49.

Leland Edwards ’43 of
Central Point, April 26.

Audrey (Filer) Lippens ’43 of
McMinnville, Jan. 18. Survivors include
her sister Charlotte Filer ’54.

Kathlyn (Black) Chambers
’45 of Seabeck, Wash., March 5.

Clarence Mellbye ’48 of
Salem, Feb. 25. Survivors include his
wife, Marjorie (Kendrick) ’45
and brother L. Marvin ’48

Ruth (Lambright) Martin
’48 of Carlton, April 19.

Russell Kollar ’49 of Coquille,
Nov. 20.

Douglas Perry ’53 of Yuma,
Ariz., March 21. Survivors include
his wife, Marion (Simmons) ’53.

Charles Schroeder ’50 of Fall
River Mills, Calif., Feb. 17.

Ruth (Davenport) Preston ’50
of Yucaipa, Calif., Jan. 29. Survivors
include her husband, Dick ’50.

Arley Weaver ’53 of Cascade,
Idaho, Feb. 10.

Martha (Stewart) Wheeler
’55 of Portland, March 4. Survivors
include her husband, Ken ’55.

Marvin Montgomery ’54 of
Corvallis, Nov. 3. Survivors include
his brother Cecil ’51.

Carol (Payn) Walker ’57 of
Kimberly, Idaho, March 4.

Gordon Welch ’59 of
Wilsonville, Jan. 25.

Michael Jones ’63 of Tracy,
Calif., April 17.

Jerry Craft ’65, ’66 of
Beaverton, March 18. Survivors
include his wife, Kathryn
(Browne) ’66.

Robert Lutz ’65 of Prineville,
Dec. 8. Survivors include his wife,
Margaret (Parent) ’43.

Claudia (Kimball) Dreiling
’66 of Citrus Heights, Calif., Nov. 30.

Cal Rees ’67 of Vista, Calif.,
Feb. 20. 

Douglas Lamoreaux ’69 of
Puyallup, Wash., Dec. 31.

Gay (Soller) Hartzell ’70, ’82
of McMinnville, Feb. 20.

Lisa Carlson-Baca ’78 of
Portland, March 9. Survivors include

her husband, David Baca ’78.
Jonathan Erickson ’79 of Palo

Alto, Calif., March 3. Survivors
include his wife, Anne Cole ’77,
and his sisters Margaret Erickson
’84 and Karin (Erickson) Beard
’87.

Sara Shields-Priddy ’84 of
Lynden, Wash., March 22.

Roberta (Menicosy) Boyd
’80 of Conroe, Texas, Aug. 21.

Susan (Hanson) Bogan ’00
of Tigard, June 18, 2005.

Jane Roach ’01 of Independence,
Feb. 14.

GSH
Sadie (Siebert) Sampson

GSH ’45 of Hillsboro, April 24.
Kathyleen (Pierson)

Goldbloom GSH ’45 of Coos
Bay, Feb. 8.

Winona (Humble) Norman
GSH ’46 of Caldwell, Idaho, Nov. 15.

Beverly (Boyd) Hager GSH
’52 of Portland, Feb. 14.

Patsy Eidson GSH ’53, ’80 of
Baker City, April 16.

January Storm GSH ’82 of
Portland, Feb. 25.

Friends and family
Edward Averill of Milwaukie,

March 22. He is a former adminis-
trator of the Linfield-Good
Samaritan School of Nursing.

Harold Burch of McMinnville,
April 27.

Richard Fehnel of Portland, May
6. He was dean of off-campus pro-
grams and continuing education.
Survivors include his wife, Dorene
’80 and granddaughter Dara Jester
’09.

Margery Heller of McMinnville,
May 1.

Daniel Mercer of Beaverton,
March 10. He was a member of the
Linfield Board of Trustees.

Charles Moore of Clackamas,
Feb. 19. He received an honorary
degree in 1964.

Jack Robinson of Astoria, May
12. He is survived by sons Erik ’91
and Kevin ’91.

John Creasman ‘59, right, assistant professor in ophthalmology
at the Mayo Clinic, examines a patient before surgery in
Micronesia. Creasman traveled to the island of Yap,
Micronesia, for the first time in 2003 to evaluate need 
and hopes to return next year with a team of volunteers.

miracle worker

Got news? Have you changed jobs? Received a promotion? Returned to school? Received 
another degree? Started a business? Did you get married or have a child in the last 12 months?
If you have news for your classmates and other Linfield friends, visit

www.linfield.edu/alumni/php

on the
web
on the
web
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