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Calif., Feb. 26.
Leonard Cobb ’45 of

Edmonds, Wash., April 28.
Arthur LeCours ’48

of Klamath Falls, Sept. 18, 2005.
Survivors include his son, 
Arthur ’80.

Leonard Monroe ’48 of
Milwaukie, June 30.

Walter Worden ’50 of 
Keizer, Aug. 6.

Robert Johnson ’50 of
McMinnville, Aug. 21.

Robert Brandt ’51 of
McMinnville, July 19.

Howard Nichols ’51 of
Junction City, April 20.

Maurice Hamilton ’53 of
Lake Oswego, July 19. Survivors
include his wife, Betty Jean
(Lowrey) ’51, and daughter Mary
(Hamilton) Dong ’88.

Barry Lust ’53 of North
Sewickley Township, Pa., Aug. 2.

James Kribs ’54 of Tualatin,
Aug. 21.

Donald Stensland ’55 of
Wilsonville, April 28.

Tom McDonald ’56 of
Beaverton, May 23.

Arnold Mills ‘58 of
McMinnville, Oct. 8. Survivors include
his wife, Betty (Miller) ‘70.

Robert Atkinson ’60
of Sechelt, British Columbia,
Canada, March 17. Survivors
include his wife, Karen
(McKenzie) ’60.

Margo (Shaepe) Swinney ’61
of Seattle, Wash., April 14, 2005.

Leslie Ross ’63 of Sunriver,
Oct. 15, 2005.

Larry Lockwood ’63 of
McMinnville, June 30.

Christine (Petterson) Palo
’65 of McMinnville, May 25.

Darlene (Nelson) Childers
’66 of Salem, Aug. 2.

Richard Nickels ’69 of
Gillette, Wyo., June 4.

Nanette (Gleaves) Forney
’77 of Eugene, April 12.

Patrick Martindale ’77 of
Yacolt, Wash., June 11.

Eileen Hampton ’81 of
Beaverton, May 12, 2002.

DeMoine “Russ” Mosier ’85
of Oregon City, July 1.

Ruth Slechta ’87 of Gilroy,
Calif., Feb. 5, 2005.

Kelly (McManus) Berends
’88 of Oregon City, April 22.

Scott Buchanan ’89 of
Portland, June 8.

Debra Bakner ’97 of
McMinnville, Sept. 14.

GSH
Carol McCleary GSH ’55 of

San Antonio, Texas, July 22.

Corinee Armstrong GSH ’58
of Los Angeles, Calif., Feb. 26.

Friends and family
Lucile (Ziegler) Earl of

McMinnville, Sept. 1. She worked in
the Linfield controller’s office.

Got news? Have you changed jobs? Received a promotion? Returned to school? Received another
degree? Started a business? Did you get married or have a child in the last 12 months? If you have 
news for your classmates and other Linfield friends, visit us online.

www.linfield.edu/alumni/php
on the
web
on the
web

F A L L  2 0 0 6 -   3 1

Susan Hyde ’00 is making a
major transition from graduate
student to Ivy League faculty
member. She finished her Ph.D.
from the University of
California-San Diego and has
joined the political science fac-
ulty at Yale University this fall.

Hyde had been serving as a
research fellow in governance

studies at the Brookings
Institution in Washington, D.C., while completing her
dissertation on the promotion of democracy. Her focus
is international elections observation. She has visited
Venezuela, Indonesia and Albania for her research. She
also has read hundreds of
reports from other elections
observers.

“The puzzle I started with
is, why do leaders of countries
invite international elections
observers and then cheat in
front of them?” she said.
“Another thing I’m doing is
applying experimental meth-
ods to look at whether inter-
national observers reduce
fraud on election day if they
are randomly assigned to polling stations.”

Her research shows fraud is reduced. But the cheat-
ing observed is often not as explicit as shoving a hand-
ful of pre-marked ballots into a box, she said.

“Mostly, we’re looking for procedural violations,
such as family voting. In Albania, a family would come
in; and the head of the family would fill out everyone’s
ballot, which is prohibited under Albanian law, but it’s a
long-standing practice. The voting began at 6 a.m., and
I don’t think we saw a woman cast her own ballot
before noon.”

Indonesia, where she witnessed voting during two
trips in 2004, had a very successful presidential election,
Hyde said. “It’s sort of an amazing feat that they can pull
it off. The country has nearly 600,000 polling stations,
so it’s a gigantic event – it’s much more diverse than I

had imagined, and in parts of the country, ballot boxes
had to be carried in on foot from remote areas; it took
a week.”

Hyde noted that the transition to democracy can be
turbulent, even violent, and economic stability is more
important than democracy to some people. “I do think,
on balance, that the people who say democracy is not
for everyone are the ones who benefit most from not
having democracy,” she said.

Hyde, who grew up in Sisters, is a Linfield product
in more than one sense. Her parents, Glenda and Dayton
Hyde, met and married while they were students at the
college; both graduated in 1974. 

Hyde ran cross-country for Linfield’s track team.
She had considered law school after graduation, but was

steered in another direction by
her professors, including Dawn
Nowacki and Howard Leichter,
both political science professors.

Both remember Hyde as an
outstanding student. They said
they are pleased but not sur-
prised that she has been hired by
an Ivy League university.

“She is an extraordinary
young woman, in just about
every respect,” Leichter said.
“She has a well developed social

conscience. She is articulate and a serious scholar, but
also very generous and gregarious.”

Nowacki described Hyde as “engaging and disci-
plined in a joyous way. Anything she sets her mind to,
she does very well.” Nowacki said she was pleased when
Hyde was accepted at UC-San Diego, one of the nation’s
top international affairs graduate programs. 

At Yale, Hyde will work with the Yale Center for
International and Area Studies and will teach courses in
international affairs. 

“When I’m thinking of how to run my classes,” she
said, “the people I tend to think back to are people at
Linfield, not what I’ve observed at the bigger universi-
ties. It’s a different style of teaching.” 

– Beth Rogers Thompson
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“When I’m thinking of 
how to run my classes, 
the people I tend to 

think back to are people 
at Linfield.”

Hyde studies international elections

Another degree? 
Is there another college or

university in your life? In an effort
to update our database, as well 
as keep abreast of your achieve-
ments, we’d like to know if you
have completed post- Linfield
studies at graduate schools, voca-
tional programs, or other types of
educational institutions. Please
email that information to Kurstin
Finch Gnehm, assistant director of
advancement services,
kfinchg@linfield.edu.

Walker Award: Dave Hansen

He’s been a father figure to thou-
sands of Linfield College students but
Dave Hansen takes his parental role
in stride. As dean of students and vice
president for student services, Hansen
oversees the student body while main-
taining an active role in the adminis-

tration and even teaching an occasional course. For his
work on behalf of Linfield during the past 37 years,
Hansen earned the Walker Award, given to a non-alum-
nus in recognition of service to the college.

Distinguished Alumnus Award: John Creasman ’59

For John Paul Creasman ’59, helping
those less fortunate is a way of life.
From the steamy jungles of South
America to the head waters of the
Amazon, Creasman, assistant professor
in ophthalmology and department
chair at the Mayo Clinic in Arizona,

has spent more than three decades performing
humanitarian work and teaching health education
around the world. He earned the Linfield College
Distinguished Alumnus Award, which honors gradu-
ates whose professional achievements mark them as
leaders in their fields.

Alumni Service Award: Dick Hughes ’75

Dick Hughes ’75 gets paid for having
an opinion. As editorial page editor of
the Salem Statesman Journal, Hughes
shares his thoughts with newspaper
subscribers on a daily basis. For the
past three years, he’s also voluntarily
shared his opinions and publishing

expertise as a member of the Linfield Magazine
Advisory Board. His efforts on behalf of the college
have earned him the Alumni Service Award. 

Outstanding Young Alumnus: Peter Fisher ’96

Entrepreneurial spirit emerged early
for Peter Fisher ’96. At 7, he pulled
his red wagon door-to-door selling
holly. At 18, he started a painting
company to subsidize his Linfield
tuition. Now after rising through the
ranks of a national finance company,

Fisher has one again set out on his own in the busi-
ness world, this time as co-founder of AndersonFisher
LLC, a third party investment and 401(k) consulting
firm. Fisher, this year’s Outstanding Young Alumnus, 
is recognized for distinguishing himself in his field.
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