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Inside Linfield Magazine

Linfield’s connections to the community
have been strong throughout the college’s
149 -year history. In this issue, we explore
the efforts of two psychology professors
who are studying youth and providing valu-
able information to families, while giving
their students an opportunity to conduct
meaningful research. We also share the
images and insights from one alumnus who
spent six weeks embedded with troops in
Iraq. Read on for two examples of the com-
mitment of faculty and students who serve
the greater community, both here and
around the world. And we will give you a
glimpse of the creativity of our students and
faculty and some historical insight into why
President Leonard Riley so opposed the
sport of football. We look forward to cele-
brating the rich history of Linfield as we
approach our sesquicentennial year, even
as we plan for Linfield’s next 150 years. 

-- Mardi Mileham

On the covers:
Front: Psychology Professor Jennifer Linder
(Daniel Hurst photo)
Back: Some future Wildcats, top, left to
right, Zach Fredericks ‘26, Andy Bales ‘26,
Jake Harmon ‘26, Carson Burke ‘29, Bella
Peralta ‘27, Dolan deChatelet ‘26 and
Diego Salinas ‘25 (Laura Davis, Mardi
Mileham photos)
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Features
6 Tackling timely issues

Professors Jennifer Linder and Tanya Tompkins study local 
youth and the challenges they face.

12 From dolls to real actors
Costume design is a perfect fit for Laurel Schultz ’07.

14 Service at home and abroad
Professor Tara Lepp and nursing student Joshua Seethoff ’07
provide service both at home and abroad.

16 Iraq through one man’s lens
Photojournalist Tony Overman ‘85 spends six weeks 
embedded with a Stryker Brigade in Iraq.

20 Helping seniors stay independent
Linfield nursing students join a project to keep seniors 
in their homes.
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