
Linfield Magazine Linfield Magazine 

Volume 6 
Number 2 Fall 2009 Article 15 

Fall 2009 

Alumni Profile Alumni Profile 

Beth Rogers Thompson 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.linfield.edu/linfield_magazine 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Thompson, Beth Rogers (2009) "Alumni Profile," Linfield Magazine: Vol. 6 : No. 2 , Article 15. 
Available at: https://digitalcommons.linfield.edu/linfield_magazine/vol6/iss2/15 

This article is brought to you for free via open access, courtesy of DigitalCommons@Linfield. For more information, 
please contact digitalcommons@linfield.edu. 

https://digitalcommons.linfield.edu/linfield_magazine
https://digitalcommons.linfield.edu/linfield_magazine/vol6
https://digitalcommons.linfield.edu/linfield_magazine/vol6/iss2
https://digitalcommons.linfield.edu/linfield_magazine/vol6/iss2/15
https://digitalcommons.linfield.edu/linfield_magazine?utm_source=digitalcommons.linfield.edu%2Flinfield_magazine%2Fvol6%2Fiss2%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.linfield.edu/linfield_magazine/vol6/iss2/15?utm_source=digitalcommons.linfield.edu%2Flinfield_magazine%2Fvol6%2Fiss2%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages


�3 0   -   L  I  N  F  I  E  L  D    M  A  G  A  Z  I  N  E F  A  L  L    2  0  0  9   -   3 1

Class Notes Alumni Profile

Women’s Athletic Department. 
She is pursuing a master’s degree 
in business administration and 
sport management.
	 Kevin O’Toole ’08 of 
Bellingham, Wash., is pursu-
ing graduate studies at Western 
Washington University.
	 Eric Snow ’08 of Twin Falls, 
Idaho, is fitness director for the 
YMCA.

Obituaries
	 Delbert Edwards ’30 of Eu-
gene, May 14.
	 Ruth (Welch) Pirich ’35 of 
Happy Valley, Aug. 11.
	 Alex Dragnich ’37 of 
Mitchellville, Md., Aug. 10.
	 Ivan Moore ’38 of Palm 
Desert, Calif., May 19.
	 Sally (Painter) Prior ’40 
of Bellevue, Wash., Oct 27. 
Survivors include husband 
Harry ’40, son Bruce ’65, 
brothers Bruce Painter ’41, 
and Gerald Painter ’50, 
sister-in-law Jackie (Schaake) 
Painter ’54, and cousins Tra-

cy Gipson ’39, Neal Gipson 
’42,    Priscilla Gipson ’44 and 
Jack Gipson ’50.
	 Ruth (Swain) Peterson ’41 
of Huntington Beach, Calif., 
Sept. 1.
	 Emmett Alexander ’42 of 
Portland, Sept. 19.
	 Helen Hunter ’42 of Man-
zanita, Oct. 16, 2008.
	 Dorothy (Wortman) Gun-
ness ’44 of McMinnville, June 24.
	 Marian (Wiester) Bird ’46 
of Portland, July 12. Alumni 
survivors include children Mau-
reen (Bird) Oberg ’81, Mar-
tha (Bird) Cox ’72, Melanie 
(Bird) Dawson ’85 and Molly 
(Bird) Snyder ’84. 
	 Frank Failor ’47 of Seattle, 
Wash., Aug. 24.
	 Robert Moorman ’47 of 
Dallas, June 19. Survivors include 
his wife, Gladys (Swift) ’49.
	 Marjorie McBride ’48 of 
Seaside, April 25. Survivors in-
clude brother James ’52, sister-
in-law Beverly (Fritz) ’49, and 
nephews Mike ’72, Doug ’74 
and Kevin ’79.
	 Beverly (Willits) Talmadge 

’50 of Seattle, Wash., Aug. 8.
	 Richard Scott ’50 of  
Worland, Wyo., Aug. 3.
	 George Chalmers ’51 of 
Manila, Philippines, Aug. 14.
	 James Erickson ’54 of 
Mukilteo, Wash., June 23.
	 John Riley ’55 of Sebring, 
Fla., June 9. Survivors include 
his wife Janet (Pederson) ’55 
and son Matthew ’91. 
	 Millie (Payne) Philippi ’56 
of Salem, June 12.
	 Walter Reeder ’56 of Cor-
vallis, July 24. Survivors include 
his wife, Marcia (Seeber) ’55.
	 Karl King ’61 of Renton, 
Wash., Aug. 27.
	 Lynn Dale ’62 of Aberdeen, 
Wash., July 29.
	 Tom Buckner ’62 of 
Georgetown, Texas, July 23.
	 Charlene (Early) Tepper 
’63 of Wrangell, Alaska, June 20.
	 Chuck Hudson ’68 of Or-
egon City, June 27.
	 John “Jae” Allen ’69 of 
Portland, March 16.
	 Henry Ogedegbe ’78 of 
Washington, N.J., Aug. 20.
	 William “Pat” Riley ’79 of 

Beaverton, July 10.
	 Judith Geddes ’79 of No-
vato, Calif., April 25, 2008.
	 Marianne (Scoggan) Lo-
gan ’83 of Salem, June 5.
	 Ruth Evern ’84 of Fair-
banks, Alaska, Aug. 27.

GSH
	 Marilyn (Haggquist) East-
wood GSH ’57 of Lusby, Md., 
Feb. 2.
	 Carol (Otterson) Bol-
linger GSH ’67 of Waxhaw, 
N.C., May 14.

Friends and family
	 Raymond Kauer of Mc-
Minnville, July 4. He was trustee 
emeritus.
	 Elmer Million of Denver, 
Colo., April 18. He was professor 
emeritus of history.
	 Kenneth Van Zyl of Mc-
Minnville, July 22. He was the 
former Linfield infirmary physi-
cian and sports physician.

A dozen Linfield College alumni 
were part of a group that climbed 
Mount St. Helens recently. Pictured 
here at the trailhead of the Winter 
Hiking Route in the Marble Moun-
tain Sno-Park are, back row from 
left, Arran Robertson ‘04, Stephen 
Teater ‘04, Ian Foster ‘05, Denise 
Pasquinelli ‘05, Oliver Ogden ‘06, 
Elizabeth Grattan Teater, Nancy 
Alexander, Seth Prickett ‘05, Josh 
Johnson ‘04, Kelsey Lyle ‘07 and 
Micah Baker ‘05; front row from 
left, Zach Elwood, Molly Johnson 
‘04, Jared Staber ‘04 and Melissa 
(Schmeer) Baker ‘04.

‘Ain’t no mountain high enough’: alumni climb St. Helens

Got news? Have you changed jobs? Received a promotion? Returned to school? Received another 
degree? Started a business? Did you get married or have a child in the last 12 months? If you have news for your 
classmates and other Linfield friends, visit us online at: www.linfield.edu/alumni.

When Gale Castillo ’73 entered Linfield, 
she saw few people who looked like her 
– only a handful of Latino students. Even 
fewer students had babies and husbands. 

	 Married at 16 and a mother at 17, Castillo had been 
accepted at the University of California at Berkeley. But 
a family friend whose children attended Linfield sug-
gested that she and her then-husband, Carlos Mejia, 
check out the college. “We toured the campus and liked 
the area, although it was kind of a culture shock coming 
from Oakland, Calif., so we decided we would move to 
Oregon and get off on our own.”
	 Despite its lack of diversity at the time – “The 
only diversity was the Hawaiian football players,” Cas-
tillo says – the young couple found Linfield welcom-
ing. “The staff, people in admissions, made an effort to 
help us settle in,” she says. “They helped us find hous-
ing and employment.”
	 Working at the News-Register newspaper, chang-
ing diapers, canning and sewing, in addition to study-
ing, left little time to socialize or get involved in cam-
pus activities, she says. Son Roberto Mejia, now 38, 
was one of the first children enrolled at the Linfield 
Pre-Kindergarten. Castillo was a student representative 
on its Board of Directors. 
	 She fondly remembers psychology professor Mar-
celle Robinson, who became a strong role model for 
Castillo. “I’m the first in my family, like many others, to 
attend college, so having someone like her to look up to 
really made a difference,” she says. 
	 Overall, Castillo found Linfield “a wonderful ex-
perience and a wonderful introduction to Oregon. My 
husband went back to California, and I stayed.” 
	 Castillo remarried in 1975. She and husband Jerry 
Brown live in Portland and own Cascade Centers Inc., 
one of the largest private companies in the United States 
that provide employee assistance program (EAP) servic-
es, staff development and executive coaching.
	 Castillo also is president and a founding member 
of the Hispanic Metropolitan Chamber (HMC). Estab-
lished in 1994, it now has 800 members.  It provides 
technical assistance to small businesses, a Latino Leader-
ship training program, an annual trade show and numer-
ous networking events.  
	 HMC also offers college scholarships for Latino 
students statewide. Participating colleges provide match-
ing funds for students, and recipients are selected based 
on academic achievements, extracurricular activities in 
the community and a written essay. Six Linfield students 

from both the McMinnville and Portland Campuses are 
among the current recipients, including Tomi Lesh ’10, 
a nursing major from North Bend who one day hopes 
to get her nurse practitioner license. 
	 “As a first-generation college student, it was dif-
ficult for me to guide my way to college,” Lesh says. “I 
hope to give back the way many Linfield alumni and the 
Metropolitan Chamber members have. It inspires me to 
do the same one day.”
	 Castillo has seen first hand the importance of part-
nering with institutions to support Latino students.
	 “Education is the avenue for economic opportu-
nity for every citizen in the U.S.,” she says. “Our whole 
idea is to support the Latino community – students and 
small Latino businesses. The ethic here is to give back 
and be supportive for others coming behind us.”
	 Castillo’s leadership and service have drawn re-
gional and national kudos. Her latest was in January, 
when she was selected as one of 22 Latinas in the 
U.S. to participate in the National Hispana Leader-
ship Institute. �

– Beth Rogers Thompson

Advocate for Latinos
Gale Castillo ’73

Gale Castillo ‘73 with Tomi Lesh ‘10, a nursing major from 
North Bend, who is also a recipient of a scholarship from the 
Hispanic Metropolitan Chamber.
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